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V.

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION,


RESPONDENT.
ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO HOLD DOCKET IN ABEYANCE AND WAIVING RESPONSE TIME
Mailed Date:  November 19, 2008
Adopted Date:  November 12, 2008

I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On November 5, 2008, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) (collectively referred to as the Joint Movants) filed a Joint Status Report and Recommendation, pursuant to Decision No. C08-1093.  In their pleading,   the Joint Movants report on the status of their settlement negotiations and propose a schedule for the filing of exceptions to Recommended Decision No. R08-0925 (Recommended Decision).

2. Now, being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we accept the Joint Status Report and Recommendation and set a schedule for the filing of exceptions.

B. Findings and Discussion

3. By Decision No. C08-1015, we granted the unopposed request of Atmos for an extension of time for all parties to file exceptions to the Recommended Decision.  By Decision No. C08-1093, we granted a motion by the Joint Movants to hold this proceeding in abeyance for 30 days to explore settlement possibilities.  Decision No. C08-1093 also required the Joint Movants to file a status report and recommendations regarding how to proceed in this docket on or before November 5, 2008.  

4. The Joint Movants state that they have undertaken settlement discussions and will continue such discussions, but could not reach a settlement within 30 days.  They recommend that the parties file exceptions to the Recommended Decision on or before November 21, 2008.  

5. Public Service reaffirms its waiver of the time limits for a Commission decision provided for in § 40-6-108(4), C.R.S. 
6. The Joint Movants state that they have conferred with counsel for the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), the only other party in this docket, and that the OCC does not oppose the proposed procedural schedule.  

7. We find that the Joint Movants met the joint status report requirements and that the timeline they propose for the filing of exceptions is reasonable.  Therefore, we accept the Joint Status Report and set a procedural schedule consistent with the Joint Movants’ recommendations.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. We accept the report contained in the Joint Status Report and Recommendation of Atmos Energy Corporation and Public Service Company of Colorado filed on November 5, 2008.

2. On or before November 21, 2008, all parties in this docket may file exceptions to Recommended Decision No. R08-0925.  
3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 12, 2008.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________
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MATT BAKER
________________________________
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