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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the following applications filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on November 3, 2008:  (1) the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and Waiver of Response Time; (2) the Application for Shortened Notice; and (3) the Application for Shortened Response Time to Public Service’s Application for Approval of Rate Components.  Each of these applications was filed within Public Service’s Application for Approval of Certain Updated Components Used to Calculate the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) and the Wind Energy Service Adjustment (WESA) (Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components).

2. Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its filing for approval of certain updated rate components related to the calculation of its ECA factors and the WESA.  Public Service also requests that response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice be waived.  Additionally, Public Service requests that the notice period for its Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components be shortened to ten days.  Finally, Public Service requests that response time to its Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components be set at ten days after the close of the notice period.

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s applications consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions
4. Public Service has filed an Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components, which filing is required by a settlement agreement approved by Commission Decision No. C06-1379 (effective December 1, 2006) in Docket No. 06S-234EG.  Public Service intends to use the results of this application in its quarterly application to update the ECA and the WESA on December 12, 2008, for an effective date of January 1, 2009.  

5. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed updates to the ECA and WESA rate components pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., by publication in the Legal Classified section of a newspaper of general circulation such as The Denver Post.  Public Service represents that newspaper notice is a reasonable form of notice for this filing.  Public Service indicates that it also intends to serve its application electronically to all parties to Docket No. 06S-234EG, its last Phase I Electric Rate case.  

6. Public Service requests approval to file the proposed tariff rate changes with the Commission; to keep the tariff rate change filing open for public inspection; within three days of the filing with the Commission, to publish a newspaper notice in a newspaper of general circulation (a copy of the notice is attached to Public Service’s Application as Exhibit No. 1); and to provide electronic service of the application and all supporting materials on all parties to Docket No. 06S-234EG.

7. Because of the tight time frames proposed by Public Service, it further requests that we waive response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.  

8. With respect to the Application for Shortened Notice and the Application to Shorten Response Time, Public Service represents that it requires Commission approval (or, if necessary, modification) of the rate components addressed by the Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components by no later than December 10, 2008 to incorporate these components into a rate filing that it is required to make on December 12, 2008 for the 1st quarter 2009 ECA and WESA rates.  To meet the December 12, 2008 deadline for the rate filing, Public Service explains that shortened notice and a shortened response time are necessary.

9. We find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice and Waiver of Response Time.  We also find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application to shorten the notice period for its Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components to ten days.  Finally, we find good cause to shorten response time to the Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components to ten days after the close of the notice period.  The Commission will discuss the merits of Public Service’s Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is deemed complete.

2. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on November 3, 2008 is granted.  Response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived.

3. The Application of Public Service for a Ten-Day Notice Period with respect to its Application for Approval of Certain Updated Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) and Wind Energy Service Adjustment (WESA) Rate Components is granted.  The notice period shall begin on November 13, 2008.

4. The Application of Public Service to Shorten Response Time to Public Service’s Application for Approval of Certain Updated ECA and WESA Rate Components is granted.  Response time shall be ten days after the close of the notice period.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 12, 2008.
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