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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 16, 2008, the Commission held its first scheduled workshop in this proceeding.  A variety of issues were discussed by participating parties,
 including, but not limited to: Future of the Energy Utility Industry and Commission Policy Goals, Efficient Management Practices, Incentives, Performance Measurements, Energy Efficiency, and Adjustment Clauses. 

2. During the workshop the Commission requested and received comments from participating parties on administrative issues relating to the next-scheduled workshop’s structure and format.  This order responds to those issues. 

3. Many participating parties endorsed the workshop format of Commission-led, informal round-table discussions on topics of interest to the Commissioners.  The Commission concurs that the roundtable format enhanced discussion of the issues and will continue with that format during the November 13, 2008 workshop.  

4. Some parties also suggested that holding the workshops during a half day timeframe would assist participants in managing other work activities.  The Commission agrees with that suggestion, and modifies the workshop time to 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Thursday November 13, 2008.

5. Some parties also suggested that having a list of issues of interest to the Commission sooner in the process would enable parties to prepare to address those topics and enhance participation by the parties.  The Commission agrees with that suggestion, and identifies the following topics as the focus of the November 13, 2008 workshop: 

a) A utility’s incentive to build, rather than buy generation, and how Commission policies influence that incentive.

b) Risk and rate-of-return trade-offs and how various Commission policies on adjustment clauses, cost recovery, and utility deployment of new technologies impact both risk and return.

c) A continued discussion of meaningful measures of the efficiency of the utility firm.

d) A discussion of policies that promote innovation and the appropriate adoption of new technologies.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The time of the November 13, 2008 workshop is modified to 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The workshop shall be conducted in Hearing Room A, Colorado Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.

2. The workshop will be conducted consistent with the above discussion.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
November 5, 2008.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________




MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER JAMES K. TARPEY ABSENT.
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� As discussed in prior orders in this docket, there are no “parties” in the usual sense of applicants, complainants, respondents, or intervenors.  Instead, there are “interested parties,” and it is in this sense that we use the term “party” in this order.
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