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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for an order grating motion to close the docket and notice of filing final status report, filed by Qwest Corporation (Qwest) on September 18, 2008.

2. On January 6, 2005, Qwest filed an application under the provisions of § 40-3-115, C.R.S., to recover the actual costs incurred for the relocation of infrastructure or facilities requested by a state or a political subdivision.

3. By this application, Qwest sought to recover its actual costs incurred as a result of requests by the State of Colorado, the Regional Transportation District (RTD), and the City and County of Denver to relocate Qwest’s infrastructure or facilities.  The State of Colorado and RTD requested Qwest to relocate its infrastructure or facilities to accommodate reconstruction of Interstate 25 in the Denver metropolitan area, and construction of RTD light rail popularly, known as T-REX.  Qwest relocated its infrastructure and facilities to accommodate T-REX at the actual cost to Qwest of $6,397,058.  The request of the City and County of Denver for Qwest to relocate its infrastructure or facilities was to accommodate the Colorado Convention Center Expansion Project.  Qwest also completed the relocation at its actual cost of $641,584.  By this application, Qwest asked the Commission to allow it to recover its total actual costs of $7,038,642 through a charge on retail access lines located in the 303/720 numbering plan area.

4. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) intervened in this docket.

5. On November 18, 2005, Qwest, OCC, and Staff filed a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement. 

6. By Decision No. R05-1479, the Commission approved the Parties’ Stipulation and Settlement Agreement that authorized Qwest to recover a total of $1,828,022 that represented actual costs incurred for the relocation of infrastructure or facilities requested by the State of Colorado, RTD, and the City and County of Denver for the expansion of Interstate 25 in and near the City of Denver (the T-REX Project), and the expansion of the Colorado Convention Center.  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement permits Qwest to recover the amount through a surcharge assessed on the bills of Qwest’s retail access line customers that reside in the seven-county Denver metropolitan area over a period of 27 months.

7. On March 10, 2008, Qwest, OCC, and Staff (collectively, the Parties) filed a Second Status Report, Joint Recommendation and Joint Motion to Extend Recovery Period.

8. The 27-month recovery period began on March 3, 2006, and ends on June 3, 2008.  Qwest estimates that it will have recovered approximately $176,837 less than it was permitted to recover under the terms of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.

9. Due to this deficiency, the Parties recommend that Qwest be allowed to continue to assess the T-REX surcharge for approximately four additional months or until recovery is complete.

10. By Decision No. R08-0320-I, the Joint Motion of the Parties to extend the recovery period was granted.  This decision also ordered Qwest to file a final status report detailing the actual amounts collected within 45 days after the termination of billing.

11. On September 18, 2008, Qwest filed its final status report and motion to close the Docket. 

12. Pursuant to Decision No. R08-0320-I, Qwest submitted Confidential Attachment A, which is its final report detailing the amounts collected pursuant to the surcharge authorized in Decision No. R05-1479.  The final status report reflects the fact that Qwest recovered from its customers all but $1,114 of the $1,676,338 in actual costs it was authorized to recover pursuant to Decision No. R05-1479.

13. As stated by Qwest in its motion, it does not seek further authorization to collect the $1,114 that remains uncollected from its customers.  Because nothing more remains to be done in this docket, Qwest requests that this docket be closed.

14. Now being fully advised in the matter and for good cause having been shown, we grant Qwest’ motion to close the docket.

II. order
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion to close the docket and notice of filing final status report filed by Qwest Corporation on September 18, 2008, is granted.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
October 9, 2008.
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