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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On September 15, 2008, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) filed a verified application seeking a Commission order authorizing it to revise the Partial Decoupling Rate Adjustment Factor Tariff (PDRA) on less-than-statutory notice.  The proposed tariffs would go into effect on October 1, 2008.  The application contains all materials required by the Commission rules and is complete.  

2. The application seeks an alternative form of notice whereby Public Service would forego the requirement to publish a legal classified advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation as required by the Commission’s Order approving the Stipulation and Agreement in Docket No. 06S-656G, Decision No. C07-0568.  In the alternative, Public Service requests a waiver of Rule 1206, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 pursuant to Rules 1000 through 1003, 4 CCR 723-1.

3. The proposed tariff sheet 51B of Public Service’s tariff PUC No. 6—Gas is attached to the application and affects Applicant’s customers in its Colorado certified areas on file with the Commission.

4. This application for authority to revise the PDRA is made pursuant to the Commission’s Order approving the Stipulation and Agreement in Docket No. 06S-656G, Decision No. C07-0568.

5. Public Service is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the purchase, transmission, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas in various certified areas within the State of Colorado.

6. Public Service acknowledges that it has read and agrees to abide by the provisions of Rules 4002(b)(IV) through (VI) and Rules 4002(b)(XI)(A) through (C).
7. Public Service was required, pursuant to the Commission’s Order in Docket No. 06S-656G, Decision No. C07-0568, to file on or before September 15, 2008, an application on less-than-statutory notice to implement the annual PDRA rider to be in effect October 1, 2008.  The filing reflects the change in use per customer on revenues for the time period July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008.  

8. Public Service analyzed the change in use per customer for the aforementioned  time period, and based on the actual use data it was determined that no increase in rates would be collected through the PDRA for the period October 1, 2008 through September 30, 2009. 

9. Public Service is not requesting authorization to revise the Adjustment Factor on Sheet No. 51B of its tariff PUC No. 6-Gas in its application.  The inclusion of this tariff sheet is only to change the dates in the tariff to reflect the next PDRA period.

10. Public Service requests that the Commission issue an order approving the proposed changes without a formal hearing and on less than 30 days’ notice so that it may place the requested revision into effect on October 1, 2008.  As grounds for the request, Public Service represents that it is necessary to update the Adjustment Factor tariff to reflect the most recent data available in order to assure accurate billing for residential natural gas service.  

11. Pursuant to the provisions of the Commission’s Order approving the PDRA in Docket No. 06S-656G, Decision No. C07-0568, Public Service is required to provide notice to all affected customers by placing a legal classified advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation, providing a press release, and placing a copy of the filing on the company’s website.  Public Service requests an alternative form of notice whereby it would forego publishing notice in the newspaper in its application because there is no change being proposed to the annual PDRA factor for this filing period.  The company represents in its application that such a published notice would be unduly burdensome, may cause confusion with ratepayers, and the Commission-issued notice of the filing and placing it on the company’s website is adequate.

12. We find that good cause exists to allow the proposed changes on less-than-statutory-notice, and to grant the request for alternative form of notice.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is deemed complete.

2. The application filed by Public Service for authority to revise Sheet No. 51B of its PUC No. 6-Gas Tariff on not less-than-statutory notice is granted.

3. Public Service is authorized to file, on not less than one day’s notice, the tariff sheet attached to its application.  This tariff sheet shall be effective on October 1, 2008.

4. Public Service’s request for an alternative form of notice is hereby granted.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 23, 2008.
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