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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 31, 2007, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) filed its Electric Resource Plan (ERP) Rule Compliance Filing as required under Rule 3605 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.  That rule requires cooperative electric associations, such as Tri-State, to report forecasts, existing resource assessments, planning reserves, and needs assessments.  Rule 3603 requires resource plans to be filed every four years on or before October 31.  

2. In compliance with Commission regulations, Tri-State timely filed its ERP.  The ERP contains the required information including Tri-State’s electric energy and demand forecasts, its existing generation resource assessment, its planning reserve margin, and Tri-State’s assessment of need for additional resources.  

3. On November 20, 2007, by Decision No. C07-0981, the Commission opened a miscellaneous docket for the purpose of receiving Tri-State’s ERP.

4. On June 13, 2008, by Decision No. C08-0608, the Commission ordered that a hearing be held on August 13, 2008 to address a number of issues set out in the order.

5. On August 13, 2008, a hearing was held in which Tri-State provided a presentation in response to the Commission’s issues outlined in Decision No. C08-0608.  In the course of that presentation, the Commission requested that certain additional information in support of Tri-State’s ERP filing and presentation be provided.

6. On August 15, 2008, Western Resource Advocates (WRA) filed three documents for Commission consideration in this docket: 1) A Commitment to Serve: A Cooperative Board Member’s Guide to G&T Resource Planning, November 2007, Summit Blue Consulting; 2) Reading the Tea Leaves: How Utilities in the West are Managing Carbon Regulatory Risk in Their Resource Plans, Ernest Orlando Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, March 2008; and 3) Letter to Linda Swails, Western Area Power Authority Administration from WRA, dated May 10, 2007, regarding Tri-State’s integrated resource plan.

B. Findings

7. As a result of Tri-State’s ERP filing on October 31, 2007, and the hearing presentation on August 13, 2008, the Commission directs Tri-State to produce for Commission review the following:

1) A loads and resources table that details the resources the utility will utilize to meet its forecasted load for each of the years 2008 through 2017.  An example of such table from Public Service Company is attached as Attachment A to this Order.
2) 2007 summer peak day demand curve for each of the 18 Colorado member cooperative electric associations.

3) 2007 winter peak day demand curve for each of the 18 Colorado member cooperative electric associations.

4) Projected winter peak demand for 2007 through 2030 for each of the 18 Colorado member cooperative electric associations.

5) Projected winter peak demand for 2007 through 2030 for each of the 18 Colorado member cooperative electric associations.

6) Projected annual energy for the period 2007 through 2030 for each of the 18 Colorado member cooperative electric associations.

8. Appropriately, the information listed above may be claimed as confidential and treated in accordance with Rule 1100 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.  

9. The Commission determined that the three documents provided by WRA would be of benefit for considerations related to the Tri-State ERP.  As a result, these documents provided will be filed in the docket.

10. In view of the fact that the Commission decided to consider the information provided by WRA, other interested parties will be allowed to provide information or comments relating to the Tri-State ERP.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) shall file with the Director of the Commission an original and four copies of the information directed to be produced in the above discussion within 30 days of the effective date of this Order.

2. Interested parties may file information or comments relating to the Tri-State Electric Resource Plan within 30 days of the effective date of this Order.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 10, 2008.
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