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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for consideration of an application filed on July 18, 2008 by Freedom Cabs, Inc.
2. In this application Freedom Cabs, Inc. requests a waiver of Rule 6254(c) (Age of Vehicles) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 4 (CCR) 723-6.

3. The waiver request pertains to operations conducted under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 53638.  Freedom Cabs, Inc. requests a waiver of Rule 6254(c) 4 (CCR) 723-6 for the following vehicles:

Make



Year

Identification number

1) Chevrolet Caprice


1996

1G1BL52P5TR127973
2) Chevrolet Caprice


1996

1G1BL52P7TR115551
3) Ford Crown Victoria

1997

2FALP71W2VX191908
4) Ford Crown Victoria

1997

2FALP71W1VX178728
5) Chrysler Town and Country
1998

1C4GP64L1WB573570
6) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W3WX166952
7) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W3WX133269
8) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W1WX153889
9) Plymouth Voyager


1998

2P4GP2435WR705297
10) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W4WX159492
11) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W6WX143925
12) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W0WX143936
13) Mercury Villager


1998

4M2ZV1116WDJ12707
14) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W5WX159498
15) Ford Windstar


1998

2FMDA5145WBA55611
16) Dodge Caravan


1998

1B4GP55G5WB528222
17) GMC Safari


1998

1GKEL19W2WB500639
18) Ford Crown Victoria

1998

2FAFP71W3WX159502
19) Ford Windstar


1998

2FMZA51U7WBD10295.
4. The waiver is requested from July 1, 2008 through July 1, 2009.

5. The Commission noticed this application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on July 21, 2008.

6. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding has been filed.  This proceeding is therefore uncontested.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

7. Rule 6254(c) prohibits a carrier from using vehicles older than ten model years as of July 1st in taxi service.  Rule 6254(c) reads as follows:


Age of Motor Vehicles.  Taxicab carriers subject to this rule shall not use taxicabs older than ten model years as of July 1st of each year.  For purposes of this rule, the counting of model years shall begin with the present calendar year.  By way of example, between July 1, 2004, and June 30, 2005, counting backwards, 2004 is the first model year, 2003 is the second model year, and so forth.

8. Each of the 19 vehicles identified in this application is over ten model years old as of July 1, 2008.  Therefore, unless Freedom Cabs, Inc is granted a waiver of Rule 6254(c) for the vehicles named in this application, it must cease providing taxi service with these vehicles.

9. In support of this application, the owners and/or drivers of these vehicles generally state that they are currently having some type of financial hardships and are not able to buy a newer vehicle at this time.
10. Four of the vehicles included in this application are over eleven model years old as of July 1, 2008.  The Commission acknowledges that the drivers/owners of these four vehicles may find themselves in a financial condition that could make it difficult to purchase a newer vehicle.  However, the Commission must also consider the safety and comfort of the public that utilizes these vehicles for taxi transportation.  Therefore, the Commission does not grant a waiver of Rule 6254(c) for the following vehicles:

1) Chevrolet Caprice


1996

1G1BL52P5TR127973
2) Chevrolet Caprice


1996

1G1BL52P7TR115551
3) Ford Crown Victoria

1997

2FALP71W2VX191908
4) Ford Crown Victoria

1997

2FALP71W1VX178728
11. The Commission does find that the information submitted with this application warrants the granting of a waiver of Rule 6254(c) for the remaining 15 vehicles for the period requested in this application.

12. Freedom Cabs, Inc. is advised that the granting of the waiver of Rule 6254(c) for the 15 vehicles named in this application does not ensure that these vehicles will pass a future safety inspection by Staff of the Commission.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Freedom Cabs, Inc. is granted a waiver of Rule 6254(c) Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6; Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle for 15 of the vehicles named in Paragraph No. (I)(A)(3) of this Order.  The waiver is granted to the vehicles shown as No. 5) through No. 19).  The term of this waiver shall be from July 1, 2008 through July 1, 2009.

2. Freedom Cabs, Inc. shall have the 15 vehicles inspected by appropriate Commission Staff within 30 days of the effective date of this Order.

3. If Freedom Cabs, Inc. does not comply with the requirement named in Ordering Paragraph No. 2 within 30 days of the effective date of this Order, for any of the 15 vehicles, then the waiver of Rule 6254(c) for any such vehicle shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.
4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.
5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
August 6, 2008.
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	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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