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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On May 20, 2008, Four Winds, Inc., doing business as People's Choice Transportation, Inc. (People’s Choice) filed an application for temporary approval to allow Premier Charters, Inc. to assume operational control of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 14641 pending Commission consideration of the related application to permanently lease the certificate.
2. The authority named in CPCN PUC No. 14641 reads as follows:

Transportation of 
passengers and their baggage, in charter and special bus service, by motor vehicle for hire, over irregular routes, 
between all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, Jefferson, La Plata, Larimer, Mesa, and Weld Counties, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTIONS:

(1)
Against the use of four-wheel drive motor vehicles;

(2)
Against the transportation of passengers and their baggage to and from the La Plata County Airport, La Plata County, Colorado; and
(3)
Against the transportation of passengers and their baggage between Mesa County, Colorado, and the City of Aspen and Aspen Ski Areas.
3. The Commission gave notice of the application on June 9, 2008.

4. There are no interventions opposing a grant of the application.
5. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(2), C.R.S., the Commission may grant temporary approval of a certificate transfer "if it appears that failure to grant such temporary approval may result in destruction of or injury to such carrier or carrier properties sought to be acquired, or to interfere substantially with their future usefulness in the performance of adequate and continuous service to the public."

B. Findings of Fact

6. People's Choice was granted the authority to lease CPCN PUC No. 14641 to Casino Transportation, Inc. (Casino Transportation) for a period of five years by Decision No. R06-0407 in Docket No. 05A-339CP.  Casino Transportation and People’s Choice request that the lease granted by Decision No. R06-0407 be terminated as soon as possible.

7. To support the existence of an immediate and urgent need for the grant of this application, Mr. Craig Caldwell, the president of both People’s Choice and Casino Transportation, states that:


Four Winds (People’s Choice Transportation) is presently leasing the subject authority to Casino Transportation, Inc. (CTI) and CTI is providing or offering to provide bona fide and active operations pursuant PUC No. 14641.  CTI has recently moved and, as a result, has no maintenance facility to maintain the fleet necessary to service the charter portion of its business.  CTI has also recently arranged for the maintenance of its fleet and drivers by an outside service that increased its overall cost of providing this charter service.  These increased costs have rendered the charter business for CTI to be unprofitable and CTI must cease these operations as soon as possible to avoid further losses.  Further, Four Winds does not have any buses or drivers or maintenance facility to operate this service.  Significant charter bookings exist at this time for charters in the near future that will not be serviced if the lease (to Premier Charters, Inc.) is not granted.

C. Conclusions

8. In consideration of the apparent financial and operational conditions of People’s Choice and Casino Transportation, we find that a failure to grant temporary approval of an assumption of operational control could result in injury to CPCN PUC No. 14641 and ultimately affect service to the public.

9. Premier Charters, Inc. has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

10. This application for temporary approval is in the public interest.

11. People’s Choice and Premier Charters, Inc. are advised that the grant of temporary approval of an assumption of operational control creates no presumption that permanent lease approval will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The lease of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14641 from Four Winds, Inc., doing business as People's Choice Transportation, Inc., to Casino Transportation, Inc., as granted by Decision No. R06-0407 in Docket No. 05A-339CP is canceled.

2. The application by Four Winds, Inc., doing business as People's Choice Transportation, Inc., for temporary approval to allow Premier Charters, Inc., to assume operational control of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14641 is granted.

3. Premier Charters, Inc., is granted temporary approval to conduct operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14641 for a period of 150 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order.

4. Premier Charters, Inc. shall operate Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14641 in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.
5. Premier Charters, Inc. shall not assume operational control until it has:  (a) caused proof of insurance or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (b) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (c) filed an adoption notice that adopts as its own the currently effective tariff of Four Winds, Inc., doing business as People's Choice Transportation Inc.; and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
6. If Premier Charters, Inc. does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary approval shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.
7. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
June 19, 2008.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RON BINZ
________________________________




MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER JAMES K. TARPEY ABSENT.



G:\ORDER\C08-0630_08A-186CP-LEASE-TA.doc:SRS






5

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












