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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 31, 2007, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) filed its Electric Resource Plan Rule Compliance Filing as required under Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3605.  That rule requires cooperative electric associations, such as Tri-State, to report forecasts, existing resource assessments, planning reserves, and needs assessments.  Rule 4 CCR 723-3-2603 requires that resource plans must be filed every four years on or before October 31.  

2. In compliance with Commission regulations, Tri-State timely filed its Electric Resource Plan.  The Resource Plan contains the required information including Tri-State’s electric energy and demand forecasts, its existing generation resource assessment, its planning reserve margin, and Tri-State’s assessment of need for additional resources.  

3. On November 20, 2007, by Decision No. C07-0981, the Commission opened a miscellaneous docket for the purpose of receiving Tri-State’s Electric Resource Plan.  

B. Findings

4. Since November 2007 when the Resource Plan was originally filed, many changes in the electric industry have taken place that have prompted our interest in holding a hearing to discuss these matters with representatives from Tri-State.  In order to facilitate the discussions at hearing, we provide the following list of topics that we would like addressed by the Tri-State representatives at the hearing:

1) An overview of Tri-State’s November 2007 Resource Plan Report.

2) An explanation of Tri-State’s energy and demand forecasting methods. 

3) Changes or updates to the Plan since the original filing, including any alternative generation plans to meet the deficit left by the denial of the permit in Kansas for the Holcomb plant.

4) A listing of future transmission and/or generation facilities that may require action by this Commission.

5) Where Tri-State sees itself in ten years, including:  

a. types and percentages of generation resources; 

b. additional transmission facilities;

c. activities in the area of Demand Side Management and Energy Efficiency programs; and

6) Tri-State’s anticipated response to climate change regulation and how it is reflected in the resource plan.

7) A description of Tri-State’s current or planned activity with the Colorado Coordinated Planning Group (CCPG) and other state/regional transmission groups.

8) An explanation of the interplay for Tri-State between the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s open access rules and state jurisdiction.
5. In addition to the above list, the discussion may prompt other questions by the Commissioners.  However, questioning of Tri-State representatives will be by the Commissioners only.  No other interested person will be allowed to ask questions during this hearing.  Tri-State may, at its option, file responses to any of the above topics prior to hearing. 
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A hearing on this matter shall be scheduled as follows:




DATE:

August 13, 2008



TIME:

1:30 p.m.



PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A





1560 Broadway, Suite 250





Denver, Colorado

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 22, 2008.
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