Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C08-0607
Docket No. 08I-227E

C08-0607Decision No. C08-0607
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

08I-227EDOCKET NO. 08I-227E
In the matter of the INVESTIGATION OF ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION ISSUES AND THE opening OF an investigatory docket.
order opening an investigatory docket
Mailed Date:  June 13, 2008
Adopted Date: June 11, 2006

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission and seeks authorization to open an investigatory docket in order to consider issues related to electric transmission and to identify transmission planning activities that merit more active involvement by the Commission, as more fully described in the attached Preliminary Statement of Goals.  The Commission is also asked to approve, as an initial step in the investigation, the issuance of the attached Preliminary Statement of Goals and to request comments regarding same from interested persons by July 18, 2008.  

2. We encourage interested parties to comment on the issues set forth in the Preliminary Statement of Goals,  provide a legal analysis as to what authority the Commission possesses regarding these issues, and suggest other areas of inquiry the Commission should be pursuing.   

3. To the extent interested persons wish to submit comments regarding the Preliminary Statement of Goals, we request that they do so by July 18, 2008.  Specific questions include:


- with respect to the first area of  focus identified in the Preliminary Statement,  have we identified the appropriate issues, should any be deleted or modified and are there others that should be added;


- with respect to the second area of focus and activities that we will follow more closely (e.g., Senate Bill 100 and CCPG), what would be the appropriate level of involvement for the PUC and are there other generation resource and transmission facility planning activities being pursued by utilities and others that we should actively follow:


- with respect to the third area of focus, are there suggestions regarding priorities to pursue in light of budgetary and resource restraints.


We also welcome any additional comments that interested persons may wish to submit.


4. To the extent interested parties wish to submit comments regarding this document, we request that they be filed with the Commission no later than July18, 2008.  All comments received will be reviewed and a revised Preliminary Statement of Goals will be issued in August, with additional comments sought at that time.    

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1.
An investigatory docket is opened with respect to electric transmission issues, as more fully described in the attached Preliminary Statement of Goals.

2.
Staff of the Commission shall conduct this investigation pursuant to the authority vested in the Commission pursuant to Title 40, Articles 1 through 7 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.

3.
Notice of this Order shall be provided to the public and to all interested parties.

4.
Interested persons are encouraged to submit comments on the scope of the proceeding on or before July 18, 2008.  In addition to the filing of written comments, interested persons may submit comments electronically by compact disk (CD), or e-mail to puc@dora.state.co.us.

5.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 11, 2008.
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