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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Request to Change Intervention Status of Ratepayers United of Colorado Following Notice of Withdrawal of Gina B. Hardin as Counsel for Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC (Request) filed by Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC (RUC) on April 28, 2008. 

2. In support of the request, RUC asserts that the Commission was advised on April 25, 2008 of Ms. Hardin’s withdrawal as RUC’s attorney in this matter.  However, RUC wishes to continue its participation in Docket No. 07A-447E and contends that it meets all the qualifications as identified in § 13-1-127, C.R.S., which outlines requirements to become a pro se intervener.

3. RUC concedes that it is an Internal Revenue Service-certified non-profit, closely held, and contains three officers.  The petitioner, Dr. Ronal Larson, Vice-President of RUC, is one of the three officers, and the proposed representative for RUC in this docket.  

4. RUC argues that at this point, a pro se intervention status would be more advantageous than engaging another attorney in this docket.  RUC contends that its lack of funds, short time period to help another attorney acquainted with the docket, and the high level of familiarity Dr. Larson has with the RUC-sponsored witnesses demonstrate a preference for the pro se intervention status.  

5. No responses were filed, and therefore, this Request is unopposed.

B. Discussion

6. Pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1201, an individual may represent the interests of a closely held entity as provided in § 13-1-127(1)(a), C.R.S.  Section 13-1-127(1)(a), C.R.S., defines a “closely held entity” as “an entity…with no more than three owners.”  Additionally, § 13-1-127(2), C.R.S., allows officers of closely held entities to appear before a court or agency if the amount at issue does not exceed ten thousand dollars, exclusive of costs, interests, or statutory penalties and if the officer provides the court or agency with the appropriate evidence to support the officer’s authority to appear in the matter.
7. Mr. Larson submits that RUC is a closely held entity and he is one of the officers.  As an active intervenor in the Commission’s dockets, the Commission is familiar with the closely held entity status of RUC.  Thus, the Commission finds that RUC is a closely held entity for purposes of § 13-1-127(1)(a), C.R.S.
8. Regarding the amount in controversy requirements, there is no particular amount in controversy.  In this docket, Public Service Company of Colorado is filing a plan that outlines the energy resources it requires in order to meet customers’ energy demands through the year 2015.  Therefore, we find that the amount in controversy is less than ten thousand dollars pursuant to § 13-1-127(2)(b), C.R.S. 
9. Finally, Mr. Larson asserts that RUC has authorized him to be the representative for RUC in this docket.  We have not received any opposition to this assertion.  Additionally, we are familiar with Dr. Larson’s active participation in other dockets on behalf of RUC and with their consent.  Therefore, we find that Mr. Larson has demonstrated that he has the authority to represent RUC in this matter pursuant to § 13-1-127(2)(b), C.R.S.
10. We find that RUC has met the requiremets of Rule 1201 of the Commission’s rules and the relevant requirements in § 13-1-127, C.R.S.
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Request to Change Intervention Status of Ratepayers United of Colorado Following Notice of Withdrawal of Gina B. Hardin as Counsel for Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC filed on April 28, 2008 is granted. 

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 22, 2008.
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