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A. Statement

1. Rules 3205 and 3206 of the Commission’s Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, require each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission and generation facilities for the next three calendar years, as described in Rules 3205(c) and 3206(c).

2. Rules 3205(d) and 3206(f) provide that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  Because in this instance, that 15-day period has elapsed for some of the data, the Commission will waive that requirement and instead allow comments to be filed within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.

3. The following utilities have filed information on proposed construction projects as listed:

INVESTOR-OWNED UTILITIES
Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) 
1.
Arequa Gulch 115-69kV Substation, in-service 4th quarter 2009, no certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) required per Decision No. C00-932.

2.
Canon West-Arequa Gulch 115 kV Transmission Line, in-service 4th quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C00-932.

3.
Freemary Substation, in-service June 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

4.
Reader 115kV Substation Upgrade, in-service June 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

5.
Reader to Airport 115kV Transmission Line, in-service June 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Overton 115-13.8kV Substation, in-service date of June 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553 .

Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo)
1.
Horsethief 138kV Load Delivery and 138kV Transmission Line – new project.  
The transmission portion of this project consists of constructing the 138kV facilities required to supply a new 138-4.16kV, 60 MVA transformer and associated equipment at Horsethief Substation. This new substation will connect to PSCo’s RifleUte-Collbran-Grand Junction 138kV transmission line through a short section (approximately one span) of 138kV line on 230kV double-circuit structures in and out of the new substation. The PSCo RifleUte-Collbran 138kV line would extend on the northwest side of the new site. The project is needed to meet customer growth for Grand Valley Rural Power Lines, Inc. in the Collbran area.  The Horsethief Substation will be located approximately two miles east of the Collbran Substation in western Colorado.  The in-service date is January 31, 2010 at a cost of $4.0 million.

2.
Gunbarrel Substation – new project. 

This project will entail expanding the existing 230kV bus and substation site at Gunbarrel in order to interconnect the new TSGT/PVREA designed/owned/constructed 230-24.9kV transformer and associated distribution and protection equipment.  PSCo will design/own/maintain the main 230kV bus expansion, associated new bus gang disconnect switches, and new 230kV delivery metering equipment required for this interconnection.  An additional 1.2 acres of land will need to be purchased from IBM for this project.  Gunbarrel Substation is in Boulder County.  The proposed in-service date for this project is May 2009, or 12 months after receiving authorization to proceed with the project, at a cost of $627,000.


3.
Comanche - Reader 11 5kV Underground Line #2 – new project.  

This project consists of constructing a second underground 115kV circuit from Comanche Substation to Reader Substation utilizing an existing conduit. The second line is approximately 1,500 feet in length and will increase the reliability for delivering energy to Aquila.  The in-service date is May 31, 2010 at a cost of $995,000.
4.
Clear Creek Substation and Clear Creek - Starkey Gulch 230kV 
Transmission Line – new project.

The project consists of constructing Clear Creek Substation to provide transmission service for a new PSCo load approximately 13 miles from the new Starkey Gulch Substation. The Clear Creek Substation will be laid out for future 345kV transmission service.  A 13.2-mile Starkey Gulch - Clear Creek 230kV transmission line will be constructed.  The Clear Creek Substation will be located approximately 17 miles west of the Town of Parachute in western Colorado. The in-service date is January 31, 2010 at a cost of $16.63 million.


5.
Kelim 115-1 3.8kV Substation – new project.
The transmission portion of this project consists of constructing the 115kV facilities required to supply a new PSCo 115-13.8kV transformer and associated equipment at a new Kelim Distribution Substation. This new substation will tie into Western Area Power Administration's (Western) Airport-Boyd 115kV transmission line just outside the Airport Substation.  As an alternative, the transmission line may terminate at Airport Substation. The project is needed to meet PSCo load growth near 1-25 and Highway 34 in northern Colorado. The substation will be located just outside the Airport Substation (owned by Platte River Power Authority).  The Airport Substation is located approximately five miles east of the City of Loveland, Colorado.  The in-service date is May 31, 2010 at a cost of $3.00 million.


6.
College Lake 115-1 3.8kV Substation – new project.
The transmission portion of this project consists of constructing the 115kV facilities required to supply a new PSCo 115-13.8kV transformer and associated equipment at a new College Lake Substation.  This new substation will tie into Western’s LaPorte Tap - Overland Trail -Dixon Creek 115kV transmission line south of the existing Overland Trail Substation. This project is needed to meet PSCo customer load growth at Colorado State University in Ft. Collins in northern Colorado.  The substation will be located south of the existing Overland Trail Substation at Colorado State University in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  The in-service date is May 31, 2010 at a cost of $2.40 million.


7.
New Castle 1 15/69-24.9 kV Substation – new project.

The transmission portion of this project consists of constructing the 115kV facilities required to supply a new PSCo 115/69-24.9kV transformer and associated equipment at New Castle Substation.  This substation will tie into PSCo's Glenwood Springs - Rifle 69kV transmission line, which may be upgraded to 115kV in the future.  New Castle Substation is located in the Town of New Castle in western Colorado.  The in-service date is June 1, 2010 at a cost of $490,000.

8.
Missile Site 230kV Switching Station – new project.
This project involves constructing a new 230kV Missile Site Switching Station approximately 40 miles east of Denver, sectionalizing the existing Pawnee - Daniels Park 230kV transmission line (#5457). The initial breaker station will be constructed on a new 35-40 acre site, and will consist of a 3-point ring bus switching station, designed to allow for future expansion into a full 345/230kV major substation. This substation has already been identified as required for two potential wind generation interconnection facilities, as well as a 230-1 15kV interconnection service point with Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA), PSCo’s largest wholesale customer. This new station would also likely become an interconnection point for future 345kV transmission to the eastern and northern regions of Colorado.  The site is located approximately 40 miles east of Denver, where the existing two single circuit 230kV lines from Pawnee to Smoky Hill transitions from an east-west alignment to a north-south alignment, creating a natural corner.  The in-service date is May 31, 2010 at a cost of $3.00 million.


9.
Niwot - Gunbarrel Load Service Request (LSR) 230kV Underground

Line Project – new project.

PSCo is expanding the capacity at the Gunbarrel Substation as a result of providing distribution capability to serve both wholesale and retail load increases. To ensure PSCo can reliably meet this increase in load it is necessary to increase the transmission system in the Gunbarrel area.  This project will involve constructing a second 230kV UG transmission line approximately 2.3 miles in length between the Niwot and Gunbarrel Substations (in Bolder, Colorado), as well as line termination equipment at both substations.  The line will traverse an area that restricts the construction of overhead line facilities.  The in-service date is May 31, 2011 at a cost of $9.80 million.

10.
Eldorado - Plainview - Ridge 115kV Line Removal/Rebuild Project – new project.

This project consists of the removal of all the existing 115kV Eldorado - Plainview - Leyden Site - Ridge Line (line 9584), and replacement of these sections with new single-circuit, 115kV structures and conductor, rated for a minimum of 150 MVA. The majority of the existing PSCo line was built in the early 1900s, utilizing lattice type structures and 310 AWG copper conductor.  This has resulted in a derating of the line due to line-to-ground clearance ratings, which in turn has caused the line to be presently operated with a section open in order to prevent N-0 overloads. This is a violation of NERC Reliability Standards. The rebuilt line will run from the existing Eldorado Substation, via Plainview Substation to Ridge Substation in Jefferson County, south of Boulder, Colorado.  The in-service date is December 31, 2010 at a cost of $5.70 million.

11.
Eldorado - Valmont - Ridge 115kV Line Removal/Rebuild Project – new project.
This project consists of the removal and rebuilding of the existing PSCo Eldorado - Valmont (line 9046), Eldorado - Ralston -Ridge (lines 9587 and 9688), and Valmont - Ralston - Ridge (line 9054) 115kV lines. These three circuits were originally rated at a minimum of approximately 109 MVA (546A); however, sections of these lines were recently de-rated to as little as 27 MVA (131A), due to line-to-ground clearance limitations. Therefore, flows must be monitored, and at times operated with certain sections open, in order to prevent "system intact" (N-O) overloads, which are in violation of NERC Reliability Standards. The rebuilt line will run from the existing Eldorado Substation, via Valmont Substation to Ridge Substation in Jefferson County, south of Boulder, Colorado.  The in-service date is December 31, 2010 at a cost of $15.4 million.


12.
San Luis - Walsenburg 230kV Line Project – new project.
This project consists of the construction of a new 230kV transmission line from San Luis Valley Substation to Walsenburg Substation.  This will be a joint project with Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. (TSG&T).  TSG&T and PSCo will utilize this line to maintain reliable load service in the San Luis area.  In addition to the reliability improvements that this line will provide, it may facilitate solar development in the San Luis Valley consistent with § 40-2-126, C.R.S. TSG&T has initiated an Environmental Impact Study on this project.  The new line will run between the existing San Luis Valley Substation and Walsenburg Substation in south-central Colorado.  The in-service date is May 31, 2012 at a cost of $25.0 million.

13.
Construct Two Combustion Turbines at the Fort St. Vrain Generating Station – new project.
On November 27, 2007, PSCo filed an application (Docket No. 07A-469E) to construct two combustion turbines at the Ft. St. Vrain Generation Station.  The generation capacity is 260-300MW depending on the season.  This generation is needed to replace the cancelled Squirrel Creek Generation Project.  The in-service date is June 2009 at a cost of $201.1 million.


14.
Construct a Combined Cycle Generating Unit at Arapahoe Station – new project.
On April 29, 2008, PSCo filed an application (Docket No. 08A-145E) to construct a combined cycle generating unit at the Arapahoe Generation Station.  The generation capacity is 514-569 MW depending on the season.  PSCo proposes to replace four coal fired generating units (Cameo 1 and 2 and Arapahoe 3 and 4) with a new 2 on 1 natural gas fired combined cycle plant.  The in-service date is May 31, 2013 at a cost of $608-626 million.

15.
Starkey gulch 230kV Load and a 4.5 mile 230kV Transmission Line, in-service July 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0868.


16.
Chambers 230/115kV Transmission Intertie Project, in-service May 2010, CPCN granted per Decision No. C03-1055.

17.
Comanche-Midway-Daniels Park 345kV line, in-service October 2010, CPCN granted per Decision C06-1101.

18.
Comanche No. 3 750MW Coal fired Generation, in-service late 2009-early 2010, CPCN granted per Decision No. C05-0049.

19.
Sandown-Leetsdale 115kV Line, in-service October 2010.  CPCN granted per Decision No. R07-0026.

20.
Imboden 230-13.8kV Substation, in-service February 2008.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

21.
Isabelle 230-13.8kV Substation, in-service June 2008.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

22.
Powhaton 230-13.8kV Substation, in-service May 2009.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

23.
Midway-Waterton 345kV Transmission Project, in-service May 2011.  A CPCN application, Docket No. 07A-156E, was filed on May 1, 2007.  A CPCN was granted per Decision No. C07-0750.

24.
Brick Center 230-115kV Substation, IREA network interconnection, formerly reported by IREA, with an in-service date of May 2008.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C05-0826.

25.
Happy Canyon 115kV, IREA network interconnection, formerly reported by IREA, with an in-service date of May 2009.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-761.

26.
Hartsel 230-115kV Substation, IREA network interconnection, formerly reported by IREA, with an in-service date of March 2009. No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-761.

27.
Plains End (II) 230kV Transmission network interconnection, with an in-service date of April 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553. 

28.
Todd Creek Homestead 115kV, United Power network interconnection,  with an in-service date of May 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATIONS
Grand Valley Power
1.
Red Cliff Mine transmission Line – new project.

This project is the proposed construction of a 16 mile 69kV line from PSCo’s Uintah Substation to a new mine, about 2.5 miles east of Highway 139.  The cost of the project is $3.57 million with an in-service date of January 2010.


2.
Clear Creek Substation – new project.

This will be a 120MVA 230/69/13.2 substation to feed a new Grand Valley Power industrial customer.  The substation will be built on a new PSCo 230kV line.  The site is located 15 miles of DeBeque, Colorado on Road 211.  The cost is $20 million with an in-service date of January 2010.


3.
Horsethief Substation – new project.

This will be a 50MVA 138/24.9kV substation to serve a new Grand Valley Power industrial customer.  The substation will be connected to the existing PSCo 138kV line.  The site is east of Molina, Colorado one mile north of Highway 330.  The cost is 5.0 million with an in-service date of January 2009.
Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

1.
Comanche 3 Generation, ownership share, in-service late 2009-early 2010, CPCN granted per Decision No. C05-0049.

2.
Hartsel Substation, in-service November 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

3.
Hartsel-Fairplay 115kV Transmission Line, in-service November 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

4.
Fairplay Substation, in-service November 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

5.
Victory Substation, in-service September 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Victory 115kV transmission Tap, in-service September 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

7.
Happy Canyon Substation (also reported by PSCo), in-service December 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

8.
Fairplay-Como 115kV Transmission Line, in-service November 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

9.
Como Substation – in-service November 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

10.
Wolfensberger-Citadel 115kV Transmission Line, in-service December 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

11.
Citadel Substation – in-service December 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

12.
Delbert Substation, in-service July 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

13.
Como to Roberts Tunnel/Grant Substation 115kV Transmission Line – in-service date of November 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

14.
Roberts Tunnel/Grant  Substation, in-service November 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

15.
Citadel-Dawson Ridge 115kV Transmission Line, in-service June 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761. 

16.
Dawson Ridge Substation, in-service December 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

17.
Spring Valley (formerly Canterberry Substation) – in-service date of July 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

18.
Brick Center-Spring Valley 115kV Transmission Line – in-service date of August 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

1.
Calhan Substation – new project.
This is a new substation as part of TSG&T’s rebuild of the 69kV line to 115kV from Black Squirrel Substation to Calhan Substation.  The site is located on the southeast corner of Scott Road and Guthrie Road in El Paso County.  The cost is $655,000 with an in-service date of September 2008.

2.
Meridian Ranch 115/69 kV to 12.5 kV Substation Transformer, in-service May 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

3.
Apple Tree-Kane Substation, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C02-716.

4.
City of Colorado Springs Water Pumping Station, in-service 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

5.
Anderson Substation, in-service August 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Rolling Hills Substation, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

7.
Santa Fe Springs Substation and 115kV Transmission Line, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

8.
Peyton Substation Upgrade – in-service date of September 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (TSG&T)
1.
Ault-Cheyenne 230x115kV double Circuit Rebuild – new project.     

TSG&T will participate in a joint project with Western to upgrade the Cheyenne-Ponnequin-Owl Creek-Rockport-Nunn-Ault 115kV wood H-frame line to a single pole double circuit 230kV construction.  The project provides an additional transmission path into the Rocky Mountain Foothills area thereby increasing TSG&T’s load serving capability to reliably serve current and future TSG&T member load.  The Foothills area is defined as the transmission system bounded in the north by the Cheyenne Substation, in the south by the Terry Street/Fordham Substations, in the west by the Mary’s Lake Substation, and in the east by the Beaver Creek/Story Substations.  The project is located between Cheyenne, Wyoming and Ault, Colorado in Weld County.  TSG&T’s share of the $33.35 million project is $26 million with an in-service date of 3rd quarter 2009.

2.
Big Sandy-Lincoln-Midway 230 kV Line – new project. 

Structures on the existing line will be modified to meet the current TSG&T structure loadings standards.  Modifications may include replacement of bracing and additional bracing and pole replacement on 56 miles of construction.  An Overhead Optical Groundwire will replace one of the existing shieldwires for the total line length of 79 miles.  Modifications will also be made to allow a maximum thermal operating temperature increase from 50C to 100C.  This project will bring the entire circuit up to current design standards and increase reliability.  The line extends from Limon, Colorado to southeast of Colorado Springs, Colorado in Elbert and El Paso counties.  The in-service date is 1st quarter/2009 at a cost of $11.40 million.


3.
Hotchkiss 2-7.5 MVAR, 115kV Cap Addition – new project. 

Actual system voltage profiles taken from the TSG&T SCADA system show that as the TOT2A power flow increases, voltage at the 115kV bus at Montrose Substation declines. Power flow simulation of an outage on the Montrose-Grand Junction 345kV line shows that the Montrose 115kV bus voltage declines to about 95.0 percent of nominal for a TOT2A loading in the range of 450 MW. The addition of a 15.0 MVAR capacitor bank increases the voltage by about another half percent. Instead of placing it at Montrose, the capacitor bank would be at Hotchkiss. This would provide similar voltage support and provide additional support for facility outages in the North Fork area.  Hotchkiss is in Delta, County.  The in-service date of the project is 1st quarter/2008 at a cost of $2.2 million.

4.
Bayfield-Durango 115kV Line Uprate, in-service 1st Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C02-716.

5.
Beaver Creek-Erie 115kV to 230kV Double Circuit Upgrade Project – new filing, in-service date of 1st Quarter of 2010.  CPCN granted per Decision No. C06-1384, Docket No. 06D-529E.

6.
Black Squirrel-Calhan 115kV Delivery Point, in-service 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

7.
Boomerang 115kV Delivery Point Project, in-service 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

8.
Deering Lake-Wray (T-S) 115kV Reliability Additions, in-service 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C05-0826.

9.
Durango-Hesperus 115kV Loop, in-service 1st Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0679.

10.
Hotchkiss-Spring Creek Tap 115kV Line Uprate, in-service 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C01-661.

11. Meeker 345kV Switching Station – in-service date 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

12. North Park (Walden Tap) 230kV Emergency Project, in service date 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.
13. Nucla-Telluride 115kV Transmission Line, in-service 1st Quarter 2009, CPCN granted per Decision No. C01-1059.
14.
Wray Tap #2-Wray (WAPA) 115kV Backup, in-service 4th Quarter 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

15.
Cahone-Nucla 115kV Transmission Line Uprate, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C98-533.

16
Delta County 115kV Transmission Line Improvement (formerly Garnet Mesa 115kV Loop Service), in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

17.
East Montrose 115kV delivery Point, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

18.
Erie 230/115kV Substation, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

19.
FARR (formerly Granby) Pumping Plant-Windy Gap 138/69kV Double Circuit Loop Project (formerly Transmission Line Project), in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C90-1125.

20.
Montrose-Nucla 115kV Line Reconductor, in-service 1st Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C98-0533.

21.
Richard Lake-Waverly 115kv Loop Project, in-service 1st Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

22.
Story 230kV Tie Line and 230kV Line Bay, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

23.
United Power System Improvement Project – Phase II, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

24.
Plaza-Waverly 115kV Loop Project – in service date 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

25.
United Power System Improvement Project – Phase III, in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

26.
Boone-Comanche-Stem Beach-Walsenburg 230kV line (formerly Comanche-Stem Beach-Walsenburg 115kV Line), in-service 4th Quarter 2012,  CPCN determination required per Decision No. C06-0761.

27.
San Luis Valley 230kV Loop (formerly San Luis Valley-Walsenburg 230kV Line), in-service 4th Quarter 2011, CPCN determination required per Decision No. C03-0707.

28.
Panama 230kV Delivery Point Project – in-service date 1st Quarter 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

29.
Archuleta County System Improvement Project (formerly Bayfield-Pagosa 115kV Loop Project), in-service 3rd Quarter 2013, CPCN determination required per Decision No. C03-0707.

30.
Eastern Plains Transmission Project – in-service 3rd Quarter 2011-2014.  CPCN is required per Decision No. C07-0417, Docket No. 07D-014E.

White River Electric Association, Inc.

1.
Exxon Mobil Industrial Load – Greasewood Substation – new project.
This is a new 138-24.9kV substation to serve a gas compression project.  The substation will be about 20 miles southwest of Meeker, Colorado and will be built adjacent to an existing 138kV transmission line.  The cost is $2.5 million with an in-service date of October 2008.

2.
Exxon Mobil Gas Plant, in-service June 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C05-0826.

3. Enterprise Industrial Load – in-service date October 2008, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0675.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Notice is hereby given that the above investor-owned utilities and rural electric cooperative associations have submitted information concerning the proposed construction of transmission and generation facilities in accordance with Rules 3205 and 3206 of the Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Pursuant to that rule, you are notified that the information is available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business hours.

2. Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the projects identified by the information now filed with the Commission within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.  The Commission will consider any comments in determining which projects do not require a certificate of public convenience and necessity, which projects the utility will be required to file an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or a formal determination that a certificate is not required.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 28, 2008.
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