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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A.
Statement

1. On February 13, 2008, the Commission issued Decision No. C08-0159 in Docket No. 08I-053CP, opening an investigation for consideration of the potential need for the issuance of passenger transportation temporary authorities during the Democratic National Convention (DNC) to be held in Denver on August 25 through 28, 2008.

2. Decision No. C08-0159 ordered the Staff of the Commission (Staff) to conduct an investigation of the potential need for the issuance of temporary authorities for passenger transportation during the DNC, and to report its findings to the Commission by April 30, 2008.

3. Decision No. C08-0159 requested that interested persons submit comments to the Commission regarding the need for additional temporary authorities for passenger transportation during the DNC.

4. The Commission gave notice of Decision No. C08-0159 to the public and existing motor vehicle carriers subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction.

5. The Commission has now received Staff’s report and comments from interested persons, in accordance with the request in Decision No. C08-0159.

6. As part of its investigation, Staff met with representatives of Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab (Denver Yellow Cab); MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta (Metro Taxi); Freedom Cabs, Inc. (Freedom Cabs); the charter bus industry; the scheduled van shuttle industry; and the luxury limousine industry.  Additionally, Staff met with representatives of the Democratic National Convention Committee, the Denver 2008 Convention Host Committee, the Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau, Denver International Airport (DIA), and the Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition. 

7. On balance, the comments filed in this docket, in addition to information available in Decision No. C08-0159 and Staff meetings with interested parties, indicate that additional transportation (vehicles and drivers) will be necessary to adequately serve the transportation needs associated with the DNC.  

8. The additional passenger transportation requirements occasioned by the estimated number of visitors for the DNC are substantial, and cannot be met by the existing carriers under the current regulatory scheme.


B.
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles
9. There is limited availability in the Denver metro area of motor vehicles designed to facilitate the loading of individuals with physical disabilities confined to a wheelchair.  This has resulted in extended waits for service for persons calling for immediate service rather than having made reservations in advance.

10. Pursuant to § 40-10-104(3), C.R.S., the operation of motor vehicles designed and used for the nonemergency transportation of individuals with disabilities, and persons accompanying such individuals, is not subject to regulation by the Commission.  However, the for-hire operation of such motor vehicles is subject to regulation by the Commission if the individuals transported are either:  (1) not confined to wheelchairs, or (2) are not accompanying individuals who are confined to wheelchairs. 

C.
Taxicabs
11. Freedom Cabs, Metro Taxi, and Denver Yellow Cab have the capability of placing more taxicabs into service at any one time than the maximum permitted under the restrictions in their respective certificates of public convenience and necessity.  Cumulatively, they are restricted to a maximum of 942 taxicabs in operation at any one time but have the capability to operate up to 1,257 taxicabs.

12. There is no need for additional taxicabs at DIA, however. During the DNC there is an apparent need for additional taxicabs in the outlying Denver metro area and in the downtown Denver area during certain high demand periods. 

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:
1. Pursuant to the findings in this docket, the Commission will open a new docket for the purpose of issuing an order granting: (1) temporary authority to provide charter service only in motor vehicles designed to facilitate the loading of individuals with physical disabilities confined to a wheelchair; and (2) variances from the maximum number of vehicles in service at any one time that are found in Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 53638 held by Freedom Cabs, Inc.; No. 1481 held by MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta; and No. 2378&I held by Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab.  

2. Docket No. 08I-053CP shall remain open until further notice by the Commission.

3. Commission Staff (Staff) shall continue its investigation under this docket and report to the Commission every two weeks beginning on Wednesday, May 28, 2008, for the purpose of advising the Commission on the status of compliance with this Order and recommending additional actions by the Commission, as needed.

4. Staff’s investigation shall include the consideration of temporary rate charges that would provide drivers an extra incentive to provide service in Downtown Denver during the Democratic National Convention.  Such  consideration should include surcharges or flat rate charges for short trips.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING



April 30, 2008.
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Doug Dean, 
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______________________________
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