Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C08-0421
Docket No. 08A-081AT

C08-0421Decision No. C08-0421
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

08A-081ATDOCKET NO. 08A-081AT
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF FALCON BROADBAND, INC., TO DISCONTINUE RESIDENTIAL SERVICES IN CERTAIN WIRE CENTERS PURSUANT TO 4 CODE OF Colorado REGULATIONS 723-2-2108.
order granting application to Partially
discontinue providing LOCAL
EXCHANGE SERVICE IN COLORADO
Mailed Date:  April 22, 2008
Adopted Date:  April 16, 2008

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On March 6, 2008, Falcon Broadband, Inc. (Falcon) filed an application to discontinue providing basic local exchange telecommunications services to residential customers in limited locations in Colorado, specifically in the wire centers listed in Attachment A to this Order, effective March 21, 2008.

2. Falcon states in its application that due to the changes in unbundling obligations enacted by the Federal Communications Commission, the rates to provide service provided in these exchanges are not economically viable for Falcon to continue to offer residential service in specific wire centers.

3. On March 11, 2008, Falcon filed a supplement to its application.  The supplement corrected the proposed date for discontinuance of service from March 21, 2008, to April 23, 2008.

4. On March 13, 2008, the Commission issued a notice of the application to discontinue these services.  Interventions were due on or before April 14, 2008.  None were filed.

5. The Commission received a copy of the customer notice and affidavit from Falcon on April 4, 2008, indicating that it had provided adequate notice to its customers as required by Rule 2108(e) of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2, to allow the customers sufficient time to find alternative telecommunications providers.  

6. Falcon will continue to provide local exchange telecommunications services to customers in other wire centers throughout Colorado.  

7. Since no interventions were filed in this matter, the application is unopposed.  We find that Falcon has provided sufficient information for us to take appropriate action here. 

8. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we find it in the public interest to grant Falcon’s application to discontinue providing basic local exchange telecommunications service to customers in the wire centers listed in Attachment A to this order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application by Falcon Broadband, Inc., to discontinue offering basic local exchange telecommunications services to residential customers in the wire centers listed in Attachment A to this Order on April 23, 2008, is deemed complete and granted.
2. Falcon Broadband, Inc., must continue to file an annual report with the Commission and contribute to all applicable Colorado funds until the effective date of this discontinuance.  These funds include the Public Utilities Commission’s Fixed Utilities Fund, the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism Fund, the Telecommunications Relay Services for the Disabled Telephone Users Program, the Low Income Telephone Assistance Program, and the Emergency Telephone Access Act Program. 
3. Falcon Broadband, Inc., will no longer be authorized to offer residential basic local exchange telecommunications services to customers in the wire centers listed in Attachment A to this Order effective April 23, 2008.  
4. No later than April 30, 2008, Falcon Broadband, Inc., is directed to file an advice letter, on not less than five days’ notice, to delete any reference to offering residential service in the wire centers listed in the attachment to this Order from its Local Exchange tariff.
5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 16, 2008.
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