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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On August 8, 2005, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct) was enacted.  The EPAct, in part, amended §§ 111, 112, and 124 of the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) as implemented in 16 U.S.C. § 2621, by adding five new standards to § 2621(d).
2. PURPA directs each State regulatory authority to make a determination concerning whether or not it is appropriate to implement such standards to carry out the purposes of PURPA.
3. By Decision No. C06-0302, adopted March 29, 2006, we opened this investigation to consider whether it is appropriate to implement each of the five new PURPA Standards for Electric Utilities.
4. On December 6, 2006, Commission Staff (Staff) issued a report that summarizes the five new PURPA standards; the Commission rules in effect that relate to the standards; the responses to the inquiry; and recommendations to the Commission as to whether it is appropriate to implement the new standards.
5. By Decision No. C06-1423, adopted December 6, 2006, we issued our findings regarding conclusions with regard to implementation of the new PURPA standards, determining that the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities (4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3000, et seq.) are in accord with the Net Metering, Fuel Diversity, and Interconnection Standards without modification, and that the Fossil Fuel Generation Efficiency Standard is not appropriate for implementation.  We further indicated that we may reexamine the Smart Metering standard subsequent to the completion of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) Residential Price Response pilot program.
6. Public Service submitted its final report concerning the Residential Price Pilot Program to the Commission in Docket No. 04A-566E on December 27, 2007.
B. Conclusions

7. Public Service has recently announced its intent to build out what is described as a Smart Grid in the City of Boulder and Aquila Networks has recently announced its intent to build out an advanced metering infrastructure in the City of Pueblo.  In addition, the Commission has recently announced its intention to consider issues related to Smart Metering, among other issues, in an upcoming investigatory docket.  For these reasons, we determine that implementation of the Smart Metering standard is not appropriate at this time.

8. This investigation is concluded, therefore it is appropriate to now close this docket.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is closed.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
March 26, 2008.
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