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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the sixth final semi-annual audit report of the metro Denver area Regional Transportation District (RTD) light rail operation, filed on February 13, 2008, and for the Motion for Variance from 30 Day Requirement for Submission of Response to Audit Report Recommendation (Motion) filed by RTD on February 21, 2008.

2. In its Motion, RTD requests the Commission waive the 30-day requirement for submission of response to the audit  required by 4 Code of Colorado Regulation (CCR) 723-7-7350(c).  RTD states that it had replied to the audit on January 6, 2008 agreeing with that report and believed that letter to be an adequate response to the audit report.  However, this letter did not address the specific recommendation for checklist item 38.  RTD also provided a letter and attachments relating to checklist item 38 on January 28, 2008, past the 30-day response time.  RTD indicates its error was in good faith given the wording of their recommendation and moves for a variance from the 30-day written response requirement.

3. The semi-annual audit report, dated February 4, 2008, was created by a joint audit process involving the Staff of the Commission (Staff) and the RTD Division of Public Safety.

4. The report represents the completion of the final semi-annual audit of a three-year on-site safety review of RTD’s System Safety Program Plan and System Security Plan, as required by 4 CCR 723-7-7350. 

B. Findings and Conclusion

5. We find good cause to grant RTD’s requested waiver of the 30-day written response requirement of Rule 7350(c).

6. We also approve the final semi-annual audit report for the three-year on-site safety review of RTD’s System Safety Program Plan and System Security Plan.

7. In accordance with 4 CCR 723-7-7350(e)(III), we require Staff to prepare and issue the final three-year review report and timely file that report with the Federal Transit Administration pursuant to 49 Code of Federal Regulations § 639.39(c)(2).

8. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under § 40-18-103, C.R.S., and 4 CCR 723-7-7350.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Variance from 30 Day Requirement for Submission of Response to Audit Report Recommendation filed by the Regional Transportation District is granted.

2. The Commission approves the final semi-annual audit report dated February 4, 2008.

3. Staff of the Commission is required to prepare and issue the final three-year review report and timely file that report with the Federal Transit Administration.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 27, 2008.
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