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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the potential need for the issuance of passenger transportation temporary authorities during the Democratic National Convention.

2. Denver will host the Democratic National Convention in August 2008.  According to public information, 35,000 visitors will be attending the convention and approximately 1,500 related events in Denver and the surrounding area.  Unknown at this time is the number of people expected to attend numerous protests in Denver.  This sudden influx of visitors will present a significant but undetermined demand on existing passenger carriers.  To meet the transportation needs associated with the Democratic National Convention, existing and/or additional carriers may be required to provide service beyond the currently authorized levels.

3. Staff of the Commission has had meetings with representatives of the Democratic National Convention Committee (DNCC), the Denver 2008 Convention Host Committee, the Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the Denver International Airport (DIA) to discuss transportation needs during the Democratic National Convention.  Concern was expressed by those representatives that the concentration of taxicabs and other transportation providers concentrating vehicles in the downtown area and at DIA may create a lack of service at outlying hotels and neighborhoods in the metro area.

4. The Democratic National Convention will occur in Denver between August 25 and 28, 2008.  The convention will be held at the Pepsi Center with 6,000 to 7,000 delegates attending plus domestic and international media, celebrities, politicians, and others.  Every meeting room at the Denver Convention Center has been reserved for Democratic National Convention related meetings.  The DNCC has contracted with approximately 100 metro area hotels for the convention and downtown hotels will be sold out.  

5. The DNCC is developing plans for a bus system to provide transportation of delegates and others between the Pepsi Center and the various hotels at which they will be staying.  This bus system will only be available to those with the proper credentials to enter the Pepsi Center and will operate to get those people to the Pepsi Center and back to their hotels after the convention adjourns each day. This bus service will be provided by the Regional Transportation District and other bus operators with the appropriate Commission authority.

6. Transportation to and from the other 1,500 related events will be arranged by the individuals or groups involved, but not by the DNCC.  Additionally, convention attendees wishing transportation to or from the Pepsi Center by a means other than the DNCC bus system would have to make those arrangements themselves.  

7. The Commission acknowledges that the influx of visitors to Denver and the surrounding area may present significant transportation demands.  The existing regional common carriers, charter bus operators, and luxury limousine operators may not be capable of providing a sufficient number of vehicles to meet these demands.

II. ORDER


A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. An investigatory docket is opened regarding the need for the issuance of temporary authorities to meet the passenger transportation requirements in the Denver metro area that may occur during the Democratic National Convention consistent with the discussion above.

2. Staff of the Commission (Staff) shall conduct an investigation pursuant to the authority vested in the Commission pursuant to Title 40, Articles 1 through 7 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.

3. Notice of this Order shall be given to the public and existing motor vehicle carriers subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction.

4. Interested persons may submit comments to the Commission regarding the need for additional temporary authorities to accommodate the Democratic National Convention and related events.  Written comments shall be filed no later than March 14, 2008.  In addition to the filing of written comments, interested persons may submit their comments electronically by floppy disk, compact disk (CD), or email to puc@dora.state.co.us. 

5. Interested persons are hereby notified of the Commission’s intent to determine whether there is a need for additional temporary carrier service to accommodate the Democratic National Convention and related events.  Based on the findings in this investigatory docket, the Commission may open a separate docket for an order issuing temporary authorities during the Democratic National Convention.

6. Staff shall issue a report of its findings on April 30, 2008.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 13, 2008.
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