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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On February 6, 2008, the Commission convened a hearing pursuant to directives contained in Commission Decision No. C08-0109.  In that Decision, we requested input from parties to the case regarding legal, procedural, and substantive issues that we should consider and prioritize as part of our proactive case management initiative in this docket and the associated dockets discussed at the January 23, 2008, pre-hearing conference.  We also allowed Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to provide a limited oral response to the filed comments at the February 6, 2008 hearing.  

2. During oral comments, Public Service, contrary to Commission Staff’s position, argued that targeted solicitation is allowed under Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3655, the Commission’s Resource Acquisition Rules.  While we have issued two decisions relating to Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-3-3655, which we presumed provided our interpretation, we nonetheless wish to hear from the parties to this docket as to whether pursuant to Rule 3655, the Commission has the authority to require all-source solicitations in the Electric Resource Planning (ERP) process, except for specific carve-outs.  Further, we request comments on the manner in which our Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Rules and our ERP Rules function together.  The Commission is of the preliminary view that all nonexempt acquisitions, including acquisitions designed to fulfill the RES requirements, are to occur within the ERP process.
3. We encourage all parties to weigh-in on this issue, as our determination as to the interpretation of Rule 3655 regarding all-source solicitations will drive many of the determinations we make regarding the issues we deem to be a priority in this and the associated dockets.  

4. We will entertain one round of comments only.  Any party wishing to file comments shall do so no later than noon on Monday February 11, 2008.  No response comments will be accepted or considered.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Any party wishing to file comment as to whether Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3655 provides authority for the Commission to require all-source solicitations in the Electric Resource Planning process, except for specific carve-outs, shall file those comments by noon on Monday February 11, 2008.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
February 6, 2008.
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