Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C08-0135
Docket No. 07A-108EG

C08-0135Decision No. C08-0135
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

07A-108EGDOCKET NO. 07A-108EG
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF AQUILA, INC. DOING BUSINESS AS AQUILA NETWORKS - WPC AND AQUILA NETWORKS - PNG, BLACK HILLS CORPORATION, AQUILA COLORADO, LLC, BLACK HILLS/COLORADO UTILITY COMPANY, INC. AND BLACK HILLS/COLORADO UTILITY COMPANY, LLC FOR AN ORDER APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF CONTROL AND OWNERSHIP OF AQUILA'S PUBLIC UTILITY ASSETS AND BUSINESSES IN THE STATE OF COLORADO.
Order requiring initial commission decision
Mailed Date:  February 6, 2008
Adopted Date: January 16, 2008
I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission upon its own motion to determine whether time constraints require that the Commission issue an Initial Commission Decision pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S., in this matter.  

2. On April 3, 2007, Aquila, Inc. and Aquila Networks (collectively, Aquila) and Black Hills Corporation (Black Hills), filed a joint application seeking approval to transfer all of Aquila’s Colorado retail utility assets to Black Hills.
3. By Decision No. C07-0439, the Commission assigned this matter to an administrative law judge for disposition or hearing.  A hearing was held on this matter on September 17 through 21, 2007.  Statements of Position were filed on October 5, 2007, and response Statements of Position were filed on October 16, 2007.  

4. A Recommended Decision has not been issued in this matter as of the date of this Order.  We find on the record that due and timely execution of Commission functions imperatively and unavoidably requires that the Recommended Decision be omitted in this matter, and an Initial Commission Decision be issued pursuant to the requirements contained in § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Recommended Decision is omitted in this matter and an Initial Commission Decision will be issued on February 29, 2008.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 16, 2008.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RON BINZ
____________________________


JAMES K.TARPEY
_____________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER POLLY PAGE
TERM EXPIRED January 8, 2008.
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