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I. statementS AND FINDINGS OF FACT

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a motion filed by Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila Networks-WPC (Aquila) requesting an extension of time to and including January 21, 2008, in which to file its response to the comments filed in this docket.  This motion was filed by Aquila on January 4, 2008.  

2. On October 31, 2007, Aquila filed an application for an order approving its designation of an energy zone, pursuant to § 40-2-126(2)(a), C.R.S.  

3. On November 20, 2007, we entered an order construing the application as a report, closed the application docket, and invited any party wishing to file comments to do so within the 30-day notice period, or until December 21, 2007.  If comments were filed, we permitted response briefs to be filed within 14 days or by January 4, 2008.

4. The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Ms. Leslie Glustrom filed comments on December 21, 2007.  Aquila contends that the staff needed to respond to the comments had already left for the week due to the holidays and were unable to attend to these comments until January 2, 2008.  Additionally, Aquila asserts that Ms. Glustrom’s comments incorporated “extensive comments” from Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) Docket No. 07M-446E.  

5. Aquila contends that in order to prepare an adequate, informed reply brief, Aquila needs to review comments filed in the Public Service docket, which would require time beyond the January 4, 2008 deadline.

6. Additionally, Aquila asserts that Aquila counsel contacted counsel for the OCC as well as Ms. Glustrom and both have consented to this request for additional time.  

7. We find Aquila presents good cause for us to grant the extension of time to file its response brief.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila Networks-WPC’s (Aquila) Motion for an Extension of Time to File Response Brief is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. Aquila has up to and including January 21, 2008 to file its response brief.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 16, 2008.
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