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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for the consideration of Haxtun Telephone Company’s Application to Make a Refund in reparation for the incorrect assessment of the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (CHCSM) surcharge.  The surcharge was applied to non-retail services in violation of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-2846(c).  This application is filed pursuant to 4 CCR 723-2, Rule 2305.

2. The basis of the refund is that Haxtun applied the CHCSM surcharge in error to the interstate subscriber line charge prior to the August 1, 2007, bill cycle.  As a result, all residential and business customers were overcharged.   Haxtun’s refund plan proposes to refund customers an amount of $6,462.10 for the 24-month period beginning with the August 1, 2005, bill cycle through the July 1, 2007, bill cycle.  Haxtun agrees to complete refunds no later than July 1, 2008.  Haxtun shall bear all administrative costs in preparing and executing this Refund Plan.  Refunds that cannot be applied will be refunded to the State as required by § 40-7-109, C.R.S. and § 38-13-104, C.R.S.

3. Pursuant to the refund plan, Haxtun will provide the Commission an affidavit attesting that the refund has been made in accordance with the Commission’s decision.  Haxtun shall provide the Staff of the Commission any requested documentation to verify compliance with the plan and shall provide financial statements showing the accounting entries demonstrating compliance.

4. Haxtun requests a waiver of 4 CCR 723-2, Rule 2305(b), requiring newspaper publication of the notice of application for refund.  As grounds for the waiver, Haxtun believes that this rule requirement is unduly burdensome given the magnitude of the plan.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application is deemed complete.

2. The Commission approves Haxtun’s Application to Make Refund consistent with the above discussion.

3. The requested waiver of 4 Colorado Code of Regulations 723-2, Rule 2305(b), is hereby granted.

4. Within five business days of issuing all customer refunds, around July 5, 2008, as directed under the refund plan, Haxtun shall file an affidavit with the Commission attesting to compliance with the terms of this refund plan.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 9, 2008.
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