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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On November 15, 2007 Travel Crafter, LLC (Travel Crafter or Applicant) filed an application for permanent authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in charter and sightseeing service, between points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, Elbert, and Jefferson, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the following educational, archaeological, and historical sites: Mesa Verde National Park, Canyon of the Ancients National Monument, Yucca House Ruins, Ute Mountain Ute Tribal Park, Yellow Jacket Ruins, Lowry Ruin, Chimney Rock Ruins, Sand Creek Massacre Site, Ludlow Massacre Site, Beecher Island Battle Site, Great Platte River Road Sites, Meeker Massacre Site, and Bent's Old Fort.  This application is restricted such that all trips must originate and terminate in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, Elbert, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.
2. The Commission noticed this application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on November 26, 2007.

3. Durango Transportation, Inc. (Durango Transportation) filed a Petition to Intervene on December 27, 2007 opposing a grant of this application.  

4. Durango Transportation may, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 14194, provide call-and-demand limousine, charter, scheduled, and taxi service in the southwestern Colorado area.  The Colorado counties in which Durango Transportation can provide these services include, but are not limited to, Archuleta, La Plata, Montezuma, and San Juan.

5. Durango Transportation may provide charter service (1) between all points in the County of San Juan, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand; and (2) between all points in the County of Archuleta, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.

6. CPCN PUC No. 14196 also includes the transportation in sightseeing service of passengers and their baggage between all points located within a one hundred mile radius of the intersection of U. S. Highways Nos. 160 and 550 in Durango, Colorado.  However, Durango Transportation filed an application with the Commission on August 16, 2007 to lease the sightseeing portion of CPCN PUC No. 14196 to MAAP Enterprises, LLC.  The Commission granted the lease of the sightseeing portion of CPCN PUC No. 14196 to MAAP Enterprises, LLC (MAAP Enterprises) on October 22, 2007 in Decision No. C07-0885 in Docket No. 07A-308CP.   Durango Transportation therefore does not have a current authority to provide any sightseeing service under CPCN PUC No. 14196.  

7. Mr. Frank Lee Earley, the manager of Travel Crafter filed a supplement to Docket No. 07A-452CP on December 31, 2007.  In this supplement, Mr. Earley states “I request that the application of Travel Crafter, LLC to operate as a common carrier of passengers be amended in question 11 (of the application) Type of Service Proposed to remove the category of charter from the application, leaving the category of sightseeing as the only applicable category for the application.”

8. The request by Travel Crafter in this application for charter and sightseeing service creates the possible overlap with the transportation services named in CPCN PUC No. 14196.  The lease by Durango Transportation of the sightseeing portion of CPCN PUC No. 14196 to MAAP Enterprises eliminates the potential overlap of sightseeing service.  The request by Travel Crafter to remove the charter service from this application eliminates the potential overlap of charter service. 

9. Travel Crafter is fit to perform the service as requested.  The information submitted with this application warrants the granting of the requested authority.  The present or future public convenience and necessity therefore requires, or will require, the transportation service as requested.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This application was deemed complete on January 3, 2008 within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. The intervention filed by Durango Transportation, Inc. is denied as moot.
3. Travel Crafter, LLC is granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire with authority as set forth in the Appendix.  This Order is a CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY.

4. Travel Crafter, LLC shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

5. Travel Crafter, LLC shall not commence operation until it has:  (1) caused proof of insurance or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (2) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (3) filed a tariff in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date no earlier than ten days after filing; (4) paid the applicable issuance fee; and (5) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
6. If Travel Crafter, LLC does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 60 days of its effective date, then the authority to conduct operations shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 60 days.

7. The 20-day time-period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, re-argument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.
8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 3, 2008.
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