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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On November 15, 2007, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application for approval of its 2007 Colorado Resource Plan, along with pre-filed testimony in support of the application.  On November 19, 2007, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, which requires requests for intervention to be filed on or before December 19, 2007.
  While we have not yet ruled on interventions, the deadline to file petitions for intervention has expired, so we do have a complete list of potential intervenors as follows:

Ratepayers United of Colorado

Ms. Nancy LaPlaca

Ms. Leslie Glustrom

Western Resource Advocates

Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association

Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel

Governor’s Energy Office

Black Hills Energy, Inc.

Interwest Energy Alliance

Tri-State Generation & Transmission Assoc., Inc.

Aquila Networks – WPC 

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union and Colorado Working Landscapes

Trans-Elect Development Co., LLC and The Wyoming Infrastructure Authority

CF&I Steel, LP and Climax Molybdenum Company

Colorado Independent Energy Association

Colorado Energy Consumers

Colorado Mining Association

High Plains Energy Association, LLC

Intermountain Rural Electric Association

Iberdrola Renewable Energies USA, LTD

Staff of the Commission 

2. The updated service list attached to this decision as Attachment 1 includes these potential intervenors, as well as Commission Advisory and Trial Staff.  Parties should use this most current Commission list for service of all filings.

3. The Commission will hear this case en banc.
4. In order to determine the schedule for this matter, we set a prehearing conference for 1:30 p.m. on January 23, 2008.  To facilitate the efficient use of time at the prehearing conference, we direct potential intervenors to meet and confer prior to the hearing regarding possible schedule dates.  Parties are directed to access the Commission calendar on its website at http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/calendar/Calendars.htm for availability of hearing dates.  We require Public Service to contact other potential intervenors and pre-file suggested dates for the following:

· Dates for filing answer, cross-answer, and rebuttal testimony;

· Dates for filing accompanying workpapers to testimony;

· Dates for a prehearing conference;

· Dates for two or three possible status conferences (see discussion, below);

· Hearing dates, and length of hearing;

· Dates and locations for public comment hearings;

· Dates for Statements of Position, and page number limit;

· Deadlines for the filing of Stipulations and Settlement Agreements (Settlements);

· Response times for discovery and audit requests;

· Any other issues that must be addressed by a certain date.
5. We require Public Service, after conferring with the potential parties in Attachment A, to file the proposed procedural dates on or before January 18, 2008.

6. We also request that parties provide comment at the prehearing conference on the following issues: 

· Daily transcripts and who shall pay for them; 

· If, and how, electronic service of documents between parties will be conducted for this case;

· Whether past electronic information requirements for testimony, exhibits, and settlements filed with the Commission are suitable for this docket
;

· Any suggestions for ensuring that any proposed settlement is supported by the record at the time of settlement, and how to avoid implementing policy changes through settlement;

· Whether the Commission’s hearing room is adequate given the number of parties in the case, as well as suggestions of other potential locations where webcasting is available.
7. We note that several other recent filings by Public Service overlap with this docket, as indicated below.  We request that the parties be prepared to discuss at the pre-hearing conference, various options to address the overlap, such as consolidation; sequencing the hearings to allow the Commission to issue a decision in the other dockets before hearings in this case commence; defining the scope of each docket to prevent overlap; or any other suggestions.  The affected dockets include, but are not limited to, the following: 

· Application for Approval of its 2008 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan in Docket No. 07A-462E.

· Advice Letter No. 1496, Increase of the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment in Docket No. 07S-522E.

· Application to Implement an Enhanced Demand Side Management Program in Docket No. 07A-420E.

· Advice Letter No. 1495, Revision to the Interruptible Service Option Credit in Docket No. 07S-521E.

· Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for Two Combustion Turbines at the Fort St. Vrain Generating Station in Docket No. 07A-469E.

· Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Pawnee to Smokey Hill 345 KV Transmission Project in Docket No. 07A-421E.

· Senate Bill 07-100 Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Planning Report Docket No. 07M-446E.

8. If any party has a specific proposal for consolidating or otherwise addressing the overlap between dockets, we request the party to file written comments on or before January 18, 2008.

9. Given the number and significance of the issues in this docket, as well as the overlapping issues from other dockets as noted above, we note here that we intend to actively manage this docket through various means such as periodic status conferences and to request that parties focus their efforts on certain policy areas.  When appropriate, we may also request that parties provide input on a different option than is suggested in testimony, or request additional information as needed.  We will provide appropriate notice and appropriate opportunity to respond when such matters arise.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is deemed complete as of its auto-deem date of January 3, 2008.

2. The Commission will hear this case en banc.
3. A pre-hearing conference will be held as follows:

DATE:
January 23, 2008

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 
Denver, Colorado

4. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file on or before January 18, 2008, suggested procedural dates as indicated in Paragraph 4 above.

5. Parties shall be prepared to discuss the issues listed in Paragraphs 6 and 7 above at the January 23, 2008 pre-hearing conference. 
6. If any party has a specific proposal for consolidation or otherwise addressing the overlap between dockets, we request the party to file written comments on or before January 18, 2008.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 3, 2008.
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� Staff of the Commission must file its notice of intervention on or before December 31, 2007.


� The 14-day period for responses to interventions expired on January 2, 2008.  We intend to rule on those interventions at the January 9, 2008 Commissioners Weekly Meeting.


� We anticipate at least two weeks of hearing, beginning on April 28, 2008.


� We request parties to focus their SOPs to avoid reiterating information that is already on the record, in order to shorten the length and time required to prepare and consider SOPs.


�  This date should be at least seven calendar days before the first day of hearing, if possible.


�  For electronic filing, the Commission requires parties to file on compact disk documents in both the native editable format (e.g., MS-Word or Excel) and if possible in Adobe Acrobat PDF.  In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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