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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On December 28, 2007 Casino Transportation, Inc. filed an application for authority to publish 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 12, 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 13, and 1st Revised Page 4 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 14 to become effective on less-than-statutory notice.

2. Casino Transportation, Inc., under the authorities named in Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC Nos. 48419 and 52393, may provide scheduled service between points in the Denver, Colorado metro area, on the one hand, and casinos in Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado, on the other hand.
3. The existing adult round-trip fare for scheduled service between points in the Denver metro area, on the one hand, and casinos in Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado, on the other hand, is $15.00.
4. In this application, Casino Transportation, Inc. proposes to increase the adult round-trip fare to $18.00.
5. In support of this application, Craig Caldwell the president of Casino Transportation, Inc., states “This increase is necessary because of increased costs and decreased revenue due to competitive pressure.  Many of our fixed costs (such as insurance and bus maintenance) have increased and our ridership has decreased as it has for all gambler patron common carriers.  The combination of large fleets and fixed costs to provide scheduled service with reduced revenue has resulted in significant losses for CTI in 2007.  We would ask that the rate increase be approved as soon as possible to reduce these losses and the additional capital and borrowing necessary to finance these losses.  Further, the increase requested will only bring CTI inline with a competing carrier, Black Hawk/Central City Ace Express, which CTI understands charges $18.00 for a gambling patron ticket.”
6. The income statement provided by Mr. Caldwell for Casino Transportation, Inc. for the period of January through November of 2007 shows revenues of $5,488,895 and expenses of $5,979,102.  These revenues and expenses amounts result in a net loss of $490,207 for the first eleven months of 2007.
7. The Commission is aware that the costs of fuel and commercial liability insurance have increased significantly in the past two years.  The Commission is also aware that the transportation carriers that provide scheduled service between points in the Denver metro area and the casinos in Black Hawk and Central City have reported that ridership has declined in the past year.
8. The increase in a round-trip adult fare from $15.00 to $18.00 should assist Casino Transportation, Inc. in covering a portion of the increased costs of providing scheduled service.  The increase to $18.00 will also allow Casino Transportation, Inc. to match the $18.00 round-trip fare currently being charged by Black Hawk Central City Ace Express for scheduled service between points in the Denver metro area and casinos in Black Hawk and Central City.
9. Pursuant to Rule 6207(k) of the Commission's Rules Regulating Transportation By Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6, the Commission may, for good cause, allow a common carrier to change tariffs or time schedules on less than 30 days notice.

10. Therefore, we find that Casino Transportation, Inc. has shown good cause for the approval of the proposed changes in Passenger Tariffs, Colorado PUC Nos. 12, 13, and 14 on less-than–statutory notice.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application of Casino Transportation, Inc. to publish 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 12, 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 13, and 1st Revised Page 4 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 14 on less-than-statutory notice is granted.

2. Casino Transportation, Inc. shall publish 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 12, 1st Revised Page 5 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 13, and 1st Revised Page 4 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 14 on not less than one day’s notice to the Commission and the general public.

3. The 20-day time-period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, re-argument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 3, 2008.
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