Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R07-1105
Docket No. 07A-106G

R07-1105Decision No. R07-1105
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

07A-106GDOCKET NO. 07A-106G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION FOR AN ORDER APPROVING COST ASSIGNMENT AND ALLOCATION MANUAL AND FULLY DISTRIBUTED COST STUDY.
RECOMMENDED DECISION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
APPROVING REVISED COST ASSIGNMENT
AND ALLOCATION MANUAL
Mailed Date:  December 28, 2007

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

1. On April 2, 2007, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed an application for approval of its proposed Cost Assignment and Allocation Manual (CAAM) and Fully Distributed Cost Study. (FDC Study)

2. On April 4, 2007, the Commission issued notice of the application.

3. Interventions were filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  A motion for permissive intervention by Source Gas Distribution, LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, LLC was denied in Decision No. R07-0490, mailed on June 11, 2007.

4. The parties engaged in discussions concerning the proposed CAAM and FDC Study.  Atmos on several occasions requested additional time, which was granted, to discuss the matter with Staff and OCC.  Atmos waived the provisions of Section 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. concerning the time limits for a Commission Decision.

5. On November 28, 2007, Atmos filed a motion to amend the Application, and requested that the Docket be processed under the Commission’s modified procedure.  Attached to the Motion is the modified CAAM and FDC Study.  Atmos states in its Motion that Staff and OCC agree to the modifications of the CAAM.  The agreement is premised on Staff and OCC reserving their rights to advocate a cost allocation principle or principles other that in use on the Atmos system. 

6. Since this Docket is now uncontested, it qualifies for treatment pursuant to the Commission’s modified procedure contained in Section C.R.S. 40-6-109(5) and 4 Colorado Code of Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1403. 

7. The Motion of Atmos to amend its application will be granted.

8. It is found that the revised CAAM filed by Atmos, attached to and incorporated in this Decision complies with the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 CCR 723-4-4502 and 4503, and should be approved.

9. Pursuant to Section 40-6-109 (2), C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion of Atmos Energy Corporation to amend its Verified Application is granted.

2. The revised Cost Assignment and Allocation Manual and Fully Distributed Cost Study, attached to and incorporated in this Decision is approved.

3. The existing procedural schedule is vacated.

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

6. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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