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I. statement  
1. On August 7, 2007, Qwest Corporation and El Paso County Telephone Company (collectively, Applicants) filed a Joint Verified Application for Permission to Transfer Certain Assets from El Paso County Telephone Company to Qwest Corporation (Application).  This filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. On August 10, 2007, the Commission issued a Notice of Petition Filed (Notice).  The Notice established an intervention period, which has expired.
  

3. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) timely intervened of right and requested a hearing.  Applicants filed a response in opposition to the OCC's request for hearing.  

4. Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely intervened of right and requested a hearing.  Applicants filed a response in opposition to the Staff's request for hearing.  

5. On September 19, 2007, by Minute Order the Commission deemed the Application complete.  By filing made on November 14, 2007, Applicants waived the § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., timeframe for a Commission decision in this matter.  Applicants state that the filing extends the timeframe for decision to and including July 11, 2008.  

6. By Decision No. C07-0875, the Commission assigned this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

7. By Decision No. R07-0888-I,
 the ALJ granted the requests for hearing and scheduled a prehearing conference.  

8. The prehearing conference was held as scheduled.  All parties appeared, were represented, and participated.
  

The parties suggested, and the ALJ will order, the following procedural schedule:  (a) on or before December 17, 2007, each Applicant will file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before January 17, 2008, each intervenor will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before February 15, 2008, each Applicant will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before February 15, 2008, each intervenor will file its cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before February 22, 2008, each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits;
 (f) on or before February 22, 2008, each party will file its prehearing motions; (g) on 

9. or before February 28, 2008, the parties will file any stipulation reached; (h) hearing will be held on March 4, 2008; and (i) on or before March 21, 2008, each party will file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted (absent further order).  

10. No prehearing conference will be scheduled at this time.  If a party believes that a prehearing conference is necessary, then that party may file an appropriate motion.  

11. With respect to confidential material filed in this proceeding, the filing party will provide a copy of any confidential material directly to the ALJ at the time of filing.  Compliance with this requirement will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

12. Except as modified by this Order, the procedures and time frames contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405 will govern discovery.  

13. The response times contained in this Order will apply irrespective of the number of interrogatories, requests for production, and requests for admissions contained in the propounded discovery.  

14. With respect to direct testimony and exhibits:  response time will be ten calendar days.  

15. With respect to answer testimony and exhibits:  response time will be ten calendar days.  

16. With respect to rebuttal testimony and exhibits:  response time will be seven calendar days.  

17. With respect to cross-answer testimony and exhibits:  response time will be seven calendar days.  

18. Except in testimony, as an exhibit to be offered at hearing, or as necessary to support a motion, discovery requests and responses to discovery will not be filed with the Commission.  Motions pertaining to discovery issues are not subject to ¶ 9, supra, and may be filed at any time; responses will be made in writing unless otherwise ordered; and, if necessary, the ALJ will hold a hearing on a discovery-related motion as soon as practicable after the motion is filed.  

19. A party which files a motion related to discovery or a response to such a motion will provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time the filing is made.  Compliance with this requirement will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

20. The parties will provide directly to the ALJ a copy of any stipulation filed in this matter.  Compliance with this requirement will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

21. A party which files a prehearing motion or a response to such a motion will provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time of filing.  Compliance with this requirement will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

22. The parties and their witnesses shall provide the decision number when referring to a Commission decision.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Qwest Corporation and El Paso County Telephone Company have waived the § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., time frame for Commission decision in this matter through and including July 11, 2008.  

2. Hearing in this matter shall be held on the following date, at the following time, and at the following location:  

DATE:
March 4, 2008  

TIME:
9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250 

Denver, Colorado  

3. The following procedural schedule is adopted:  (a) on or before December 17, 2007, each Applicant shall file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before January 17, 2008, each intervenor shall file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before February 15, 2008, each Applicant shall file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before February 15, 2008, each Intervenor shall file its cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before February 22, 2008, each party shall file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (f) on or before February 22, 2008, each party shall file its prehearing motions; (g) on or before February 28, 2008, the parties shall file any stipulation reached; and (h)  on or before March 21, 2008, each party shall file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted (absent further order).  

4. Cross-answer testimony and exhibits shall address only the answer testimony and exhibits of intervenors.  

5. With respect to confidential material filed in this proceeding, the filing party shall provide a copy of any confidential material directly to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) at the time of filing.  Compliance with this requirement does not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

6. At the time a stipulation is filed with the Commission, the parties shall provide a copy of the stipulation directly to the ALJ.  Compliance with this requirement does not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

7. A party which files a prehearing motion shall provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time the filing is made  A party which files a response to a prehearing motion shall provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time the filing is made.  Compliance with this requirement does not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

8. Except as modified by ¶¶ 12-17, above, Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405 governs discovery in this matter.  

9. Except in testimony, as an exhibit to be offered at hearing, or as necessary to support a motion, discovery requests and responses to discovery shall not be filed with the Commission.  Motions pertaining to discovery issues are not subject to ¶ 9, above, and may be filed at any time; responses shall be written unless otherwise ordered; and, if necessary, the ALJ will hold a hearing on a discovery-related motion as soon as practicable after the motion is filed.  

10. A party which files a motion related to discovery shall provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time the filing is made.  A party which files a response to a motion related to discovery shall provide a copy of its filing directly to the ALJ at the time the filing is made.  Compliance with this requirement does not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

11. The parties and their witnesses shall provide the decision number when referring to a Commission decision.  

12. Parties shall make the filings set out above.  

13. The parties shall comply with the requirements set out above.  

14. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
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OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
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Administrative Law Judge
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�  The Notice also established a procedural schedule.  By Decision No. R07-0888-I, the ALJ vacated that procedural schedule.  


�  There was a typographical error in ¶ 17.  In the fourth line, the date should be September 19, 2007.  Because this typographical error is not substantive, no erratum will issue.  


�  The parties in this proceeding are the Applicants, OCC, and Staff.  


�  This filing requirement was not discussed during the prehearing conference, but it was listed in Decision No. R07-0888-I.  
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