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I. statement  

1. On April 4, 2007, Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila - WPC and Aquila Networks - PNG; Black Hills Corporation; Black Hills/Colorado Utility Company, Inc.; and Black Hills/Colorado Utility Company LLC (collectively, Applicants), filed a Verified Joint Application seeking a Commission Order  

approving the transfer of all of Aquila's electric and natural gas public utility assets located in the State of Colorado to Black Hills through the acquisition transaction described in th[e] Joint Application and granting the other relief to accomplish this acquisition  

as set out in the Application.
  Application at 1, 27-28.  This filing commenced this proceeding.  
2. On April 6, 2007, the Commission issued a Notice of Petition Filed (Notice).
  
3. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Staff of the Commission (Staff) intervened of right.  The City of Pueblo, Colorado (Pueblo), Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), Cripple Creek & Victor Mining Company (CC&V), the Board of Water Works of Pueblo, Colorado (Board of Water Works) the Fountain Valley Authority (FVA), and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 667 (IBEW 667) also intervened.  
4. The parties in this proceeding are Joint Applicants, Board of Water Works, CC&V, CNG, FVA, IBEW 667, OCC, Pueblo, and Staff.  
5. Pursuant to the procedural schedule established in Decision No. R07-0472-I, the parties have filed direct, answer, and rebuttal testimony in this proceeding.  The seven-day hearing in this matter is scheduled to begin on September 17, 2007.  
6. The Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) has received the following testimonies:  

a.
Applicants:
direct testimony of Messrs. Richard C. Loomis, Gary C. Stone, Steven M. Jurek, Linden R. Evans, and Thomas M. Ohlmacher; direct and rebuttal testimony of Mark T. Thies; and rebuttal testimony of Ms. Becky Sandring.  

b.
Pueblo:
answer testimony of Messrs. Douglas L. Phethean and Philip J. Movish.  

c.
OCC:

answer testimony of Mr. Dennis J. Senger.  

d.
Staff:

answer testimony of Messrs. William J. Dalton, Scott E. England, Karlton R. Kunzie, and Billy Kwan.  
7. Review of the Commission's file in this matter reveals that the Board of Water Works, CC&V, CNG, FVA, and IBEW 667 filed no testimony.  
8. Fourteen witnesses have prefiled testimony, and it may be that some of these witnesses require accommodation with respect to the date on which they will testify.  In addition, there are nine parties, each of which will be given the opportunity to cross-examine witnesses.  
9. To facilitate the hearing and to accommodate any witness who must testify on a specific date, it is necessary (a) to establish the order in which the witnesses of all parties will testify, taking into account any accommodation which may be necessary, and (b) to establish the order in which the parties will conduct cross-examination.  To accomplish these goals, Applicants will be ordered to file, on or before noon on September 10, 2007, the following:  (a) the order of witnesses for all parties and (b) the order of cross-examination.  This filing will be made on behalf of, and with the concurrence of, all parties.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. On or before noon on September 10, 2007, Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila - WPC and Aquila Networks - PNG; Black Hills Corporation; Black Hills/Colorado Utility Company, Inc.; and Black Hills/Colorado Utility Company LLC (Joint Applicants), shall file an order of witnesses for all parties.  This filing shall be made on behalf of, and with the concurrence of, all parties in this proceeding.  
2. On or before noon on September 10, 2007, Joint Applicants shall file the order in which parties will conduct cross-examination of witnesses.  This filing shall be made on behalf of, and with the concurrence of, all parties in this proceeding.  
3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  On May 15, 2007, a supplement to the Verified Joint Application was filed.  Reference in this Order to the Application is to the Verified Joint Application as supplemented.  


�  The Commission issued an Errata to the Notice on April 9, 2007.  
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