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interim order of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
G. Harris Adams 
acknowledging waiver, scheduling public hearing, and scheduling evidentiary hearing

Mailed Date:  January 18, 2007

I. statement  

1. On October 31, 2006, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT or Applicant), with concurrence from the City of Alamosa (the City), and the San Luis and Rio Grande Railway Company (SLRG), filed an Application requesting authority to install new LED flashing light signals with automatic gate arms, bells, constant warning time circuitry, new control cabins, ten foot medians, new concrete crossing surfaces and interconnection to the traffic signals on both the new eastbound and westbound US 160 at the crossings of the SLRG with US 285, National Inventory No. 253850N, Ross Street, National Inventory No. 253499E, and State Street, National Inventory No. 253498X, and to close the crossing of SLRG with Hunt Street, National Inventory No. 253497R in Alamosa, Colorado.  Applicant did not file testimony (or a detailed summary of testimony) and exhibits in support of the Application.  This filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. The Commission gave notice of this application to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners in accordance with § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed November 2, 2006.

3. On November 7, 2006, CDOT’s attorney filed an Entry of Appearance.

4. On November 20, 2006, the Commission received a letter from the City to make the Commission aware of its concern with the closing of Hunt Street.

5. On November 27, 2006, CDOT filed an amended application amending specific paragraphs in the original application.

6. On November 29, 2006, the Commission received a letter from the Community Organization of South Alamosa (COSA) protesting the closing of Hunt Street.

7. By Decision No. C06-1464, the Commission deemed the Application complete as of December 14, 2006.  Decision No. C06-1464 at ¶ 8.  

8. By Decision No. C06-1464, the Commission also partially granted the Application and referred the issue of the proposed closure of Hunt Street (National Inventory No. 253497R), and any issues associated with the proposed closure, to an administrative law judge for determination of the merits.

9. CDOT has waived the time limits set forth in §§ 40-6-109.5(1) and (2), C.R.S., for this application. See, ¶ 16 of the Application.  

10. To better understand the use of the crossing at Hunt Street, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) informs all interested persons of the following questions regarding the Application:  

a)
Has there been any study or analysis of the effect of closing the Hunt Street crossing upon emergency response times?

b)
Please identify current and proposed traffic signals near the Hunt Street crossing that are equipped with Opticom, or similar systems, for automated signaling (i.e., affecting alternate emergency routing in the event that the Hunt Street crossing is closed).

c)
What additional costs would be incurred if the Hunt Street crossing were upgraded in a comparable fashion to that proposed for State Street?

d)
What effect would the addition of a fourth signalized railroad crossing have upon traffic signal preemption and timing?

e)
What is the location of the nearest fire station to the Hunt Street crossing?

f)
If the crossing were to be restricted solely for the use of authorized emergency vehicles, what procedures would be imposed by the City to ensure that access is appropriately limited?

g)
The letter from COSA references the impact of the proposed closure upon an economically disadvantaged portion of the City of Alamosa.  Please describe the referenced area as well as the nature of the disadvantage considered.  The letter also addresses “public safety concerns.”  Please describe the nature of such concerns.

11. To have the responses to the questions raised by the ALJ entered into the record, and to provide an opportunity for additional questions concerning the Application and any supporting document or data, an evidentiary hearing will be held in this proceeding.  The hearing will be held in Alamosa, Colorado.  Given the level of public interest in this Application, as evidenced by the protest and letter, it is appropriate that a public hearing be set to receive comments from the public regarding the proposed closure of Hunt Street.  A procedural schedule to govern this proceeding will be as rrdered below. 

12. No prehearing conference will be scheduled at this time.  If a party is of the opinion that a prehearing conference is necessary, the party may file an appropriate motion.  

13. In its list of witnesses, each party shall identify each prospective witness; shall state the witness's address and telephone number; and shall provide a brief summary of the substance of the witness's expected testimony.  

14. This proceeding is governed by the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, which may be found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Part 1.  The ALJ expects the parties to comply with these Rules.  The Rules are available on the Commission’s website (www.dora.state.co.us/puc) and in hard copy from the Commission.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A hearing to accept public comments regarding proposed closure of Hunt Street shall be conducted as follows:

DATE:

March 6, 2007

TIME:

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Alamosa County Services Center
 

Conference Room
 

8900 Independence Way
 

Alamosa, Colorado

2. An evidentiary hearing to consider the proposed closure of Hunt Street is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:

March 7, 2007

TIME:

9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Alamosa County Services Center
 

Conference Room
 

8900 Independence Way
 

Alamosa, Colorado

3. The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) should be prepared to answer, at a minimum, the clarification questions indicated above during the scheduled evidentiary hearing.

4. The following procedural schedule is adopted:  (a) on or before January 22, 2007, CDOT will file its list of witnesses and copies of its exhibits.  

5. In addition to the Commission’s service of the Order upon interested parties, a press release will be issued addressing the public hearing, at a minimum.

6. If a person does not wish to attend the public hearing, but wishes to file comments, the person may send comments electronically to pucconsumer.complaint@dora.state.co.us, through the Commission’s website at http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/consumer/ConsumerComment.htm, or by mailing them addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, Office Level 2 (OL2), 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado 80203.

This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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