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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On June 27, 2007, we issued Decision No. C07-0562 opening Docket No. 07I‑251G to investigate issues associated with the natural gas Demand Side Management (DSM) requirements contained in § 40-3.2-103, C.R.S.  In that decision, we established dates for: (1) an informal workshop; (2) stakeholder comments and proposed rules; and (3) stakeholder reply comments.  

2. Commission Staff held an informal workshop on July 18, 2007.  Initial comments were filed by Ratepayers United of Colorado (RUC), Energy Outreach Colorado, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., Atmos Energy Corporation, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project, Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), SourceGas Distribution, LLC, (SourceGas), Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), Aquila Networks-PNG, and Energy Science Center.  RUC, OCC, Public Service, and SourceGas filed reply comments.  The Commission noticed proposed rules in Decision No. C07-0830, based in part from input received from the various stakeholders.

3. The basis and purpose of the proposed rules is to implement the recent legislation codified at § 40-3.2-103, C.R.S., which directs the Commission to implement rules to establish specific natural gas DSM requirements for jurisdictional natural gas utilities.

4. Section 40-3.2-103, C.R.S., provides that, on or before September 30, 2007, the Commission is required to commence a rule-making proceeding to develop expenditure and natural gas savings targets, funding and cost-recovery mechanisms, and a financial bonus structure for DSM programs implemented by investor-owned gas distribution utilities.

5. We requested interested persons to file comments no later than November 1, 2007 and reply comments by November 20, 2007.  We took additional general comments at a public hearing on December 3, 2007.  Additionally, we sought comments in written or oral form based on questions we attached to Decision No. C07-1009, and comments to these questions were also addressed at the December 3, 2007 hearing. 

6. At the December 3, 2007 hearing, we concluded that an additional hearing on February 13, 2008 would be necessary.  The purpose of this hearing is to gather additional comments on the current issues and concerns regarding this rulemaking docket.  Additionally, if we revise the proposed rule, we will do so 20 or more days before the February 13, 2008 hearing so that additional comments regarding any of the revised, proposed rules may be heard by the Commission at the February 13, 2008 hearing.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. We will take additional comments in this rulemaking proceeding on February 13, 2008, at a time that is to be determined. 

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
December 3, 2007.
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� See, HB 07-1037, §§ 40-3.2-103(1) and (2), C.R.S., effective July 1, 2007.
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