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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 10, 2007, McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc. (McLeodUSA) filed its Application to Discontinue Telecommunications residential Services in certain wire centers in Colorado, with a proposed effective date of December 1, 2007.

2. On August 15, 2007, McLeodUSA filed an application to amend its Commission issued authority that required it to provide residential service in Docket No. 07A-178T.  On July 2, 2007, we granted McLeodUSA’s request by Decision No. C07-0564.  Our decision permitted McLeodUSA to grandfather its existing residential services with an advice letter filing to the Commission.

3. On October 18, 2007, McLeodUSA filed a Motion  to amend its Application to Discontinue Residential Service (Motion).  The Motion stated that McLeodUSA amends its application to change the effective date of the discontinuance from December 1, 2007 to December 4, 2007.  

4. McLeodUSA received authority to provide local exchange and emerging competitive telecommunications services in Decision No. R97-0329.  McLeodUSA has effective tariffs on file with the Commission.    

5. McLeodUSA sent a notice to the affected customers that, according to the filed affidavit, was completed on October 26, 2007 in the wire centers where McLeodUSA intends to discontinue providing residential service on December 4, 2007.  The affected wire centers include: Alamosa, Ault, Bailey, Brighton, Black Forest, Buena Vista, Breckenridge, Brush, Canon City, Clifton, Craig, Carbondale, Cortez, Castle Rock, Delta, Dillon, Durango, Elizabeth, Estes Park, Fountain, Frisco, Fraser, Fruita, Ft. Lupton, Fort Morgan, Grand Junction, Green Mountain Falls, Gunnison, Georgetown, Hot Sulphur Springs, Idaho Springs, Leadville, Lyons, Manitou Springs, Morrison, Montrose, Parkview, Penrose, Salida, Security, Sterling, Trinidad, Vineland, Woodland Park, Walsenburg, and Windsor.

6. Notice of the application was issued by the Commission on October 15, 2007.  Interventions were due on or before November 14, 2007.  None were filed.
The customer notices provided by McLeodUSA contain language that customers must find an alternative provider prior to the scheduled discontinuance date.  These notices include a list of alternative local service providers that customers may contact to obtain service.

B. Findings and Conclusion  

7. We find that McLeodUSA’s proposed discontinuance of residential service, as indicated in its application and amended application is in the public interest.  We further find that good cause exists to grant the application.

8. McLeodUSA shall file an Advice Letter that deletes references to offering residential service in the wire centers indicated in Paragraph No. 5 above on not less than five days’ notice following the completion of the discontinuance of residential services in the affected wire centers.  This shall be accomplished as a compliance filing noting this Decision as its authority.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc. (McLeodUSA) to discontinue the offering of regulated telecommunications residential services in certain wire centers is deemed complete and granted for the wire centers listed in Paragraph No. 5 of this Order consistent with the discussion above.

2. The motion to amend its application to change the proposed date of discontinuance from December 1, 2007 to December 4, 2007, is granted.

3. McLeodUSA shall file an advice letter with the Commission on not less than five days’ notice that deletes all references to offering residential service in the wire centers listed in Paragraph No. 5 of this Order.

4. McLeodUSA shall remit all funds collected from its discontinued customers for the Low Income Telephone Assistance Program, Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism, and Colorado Telephone Relay Service funds to the corresponding administrators of these funds no later than January 31, 2008.  McLeodUSA shall be responsible for making all other required filings, including an annual report for the period up until its discontinuance of service.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 20, 2007.
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