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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF QWEST CORPORATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO RECOVER THE ACTUAL COSTS INCURRED FOR THE RELOCATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE OR FACILITIES REQUESTED BY A STATE OR A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.

ORDER ESTABLISHING DECEMBER 10, 2007 AS THE INTERVENTION DEADLINE IN THIS PROCEEDING

Mailed Date:  November 2, 2007

Adopted Date:  October 10, 2007

BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. On September 28, 2007 Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed an Application and Request that the Commission Establish December 10, 2007 as the Intervention Deadline in this Proceeding.

2. Qwest is seeking authorization from the Commission to recover actual costs incurred for the relocation of infrastructure or facilities requested by the state or a political subdivision pursuant to § 40-3-115, C.R.S.  Section 40-3-115(2) permits utilities providers to recover such actual costs incurred for work that the Commission determines to be “beyond the normal course of business.”

3. Qwest represents that it incurred these costs for the relocation of infrastructure or facilities requested by the state of Colorado and the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT).  The state of Colorado and CDOT requested that Qwest relocate its infrastructure and facilities to accommodate the widening of Interstate 25 through Colorado Springs.  

4. Qwest submits that the actual costs incurred in this process are approximately $689,080 beyond the normal course of business.  Qwest believes that the customers that most directly benefit from the relocation are those customers in the Colorado Springs area.  As such, Qwest proposes that these costs be recovered from ratepayers in the Colorado Springs area over twenty-seven months. 

5. Qwest proposes to notify its customers of the proposed cost recovery through a bill insert.  The insert states that if a customer desires to file objections or would like to receive notice of any hearing in this matter, the customer should notify the Commission in writing no later than December 10, 2007. 

6. Qwest requests that the Commission enter an order establishing December 10, 2007 as the intervention deadline in the proceeding; authorize it to recover the actual costs incurred for the relocation of infrastructure and facilities in Colorado Springs; permit Qwest to recover its costs through a charge on Qwest’s retail access lines located in the Colorado Springs area over a 27 month period with a true-up conducted at the end of months 12 and 24 of the recover period; and, for other and further relief as the Commission deems just and equitable.

7. We find that December 10, 2007 is an acceptable intervention date and therefore grant Qwest’s request for the intervention deadline.  We will take up the substantive requests related to Qwest’s cost recovery after the intervention deadline so that we may consider the intervenors’ interests.

ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

1. Qwest’s Application and Request that the Commission Establish December 10, 2007 as the Intervention Deadline in this Proceeding is granted with respect to the intervention deadline.

2. December 10, 2007 shall be the intervention deadline for Qwest’s proposed recovery of costs incurred in the Colorado Springs area pursuant to § 40-3-115, C.R.S.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 10, 2007.
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