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DOCKET NO. 04D-440T

STAFF OF THE COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION'S PETITION FOR A DECLARATORY ORDER CONCERNING THE RECLASSIFICATION AND DEREGULATION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES UNDER PARTS 2 AND 3, TITLE 40, ARTICLE 15 OF THE COLORADO REVISED STATUTES.

Order revising Decision No. C05-0984 
Mailed Date:  September 21, 2007
Adopted Date:  September 19, 2007
I. BY THE COMMISSION

1. Through Decision No. C05-0802, Mailed June 28, 2005, issued in Docket Nos. 04A-411T and 04D-440T, the Commission approved, with modifications, the Settlement Agreement submitted by Qwest Corporation (Qwest), Commission Staff (Staff), and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  As a result of Decision No. C05-802, the regulatory scheme for Qwest and for most of the providers of regulated telecommunications providers in Colorado was modified.  

2. In order to study and monitor the effects of this scheme, Decision No. C05-0802 set forth several requirements.  Chief among these monitoring requirements was a requisite of Staff to conduct a study of competition in Colorado and submit a formal report to the Commission.  In addition, the Commission required a reporting format on the effectiveness of the new regulatory design. Decision No. C05-0984, Mailed August 12, 2006, required that both reports, which were allowed to be combined, be filed no later than September 30, 2007.
3. On April 4, 2007, the Commission issued an audit question to all active telecommunications providers in the Commission’s database in order to assess the competitiveness of the telecommunications market.  The audit question sought information about all telecommunications services provided in Colorado and carried a due date of June 15, 2007.  The information garnered through the audit request was to be used in Staff’s report on market competitiveness.  On June 21, 2007, the Commission sent a letter to all carriers that had not provided responses to the audit question reminding them that responses were due immediately.  To date, several responses are still outstanding. Furthermore, in reviewing the data received, Staff has determined that further clarification from some companies is necessary.  
4. In order to accommodate the additional time required for accurate and complete data to be submitted and analyzed, it is therefore necessary to extend the date by which Staff should submit a formal report to the Commission as ordered in Paragraph 14 of Decision No. C05-0984.  Staff has represented that the report can be completed within two months.  Accordingly, the Commission directs Staff to complete the report as soon as possible, but no later than December 3, 2007.  Therefore, pursuant to § 40-6-112(1), C.R.S., the fifth sentence of Paragraph 14 of Decision No. C05-0984 shall be amended to read:  “This report and the report on the effectiveness of the Settlement Agreement may be combined and filed initially by December 3, 2007.”
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Paragraph 14 of Decision No. C05-0984 is amended pursuant to § 40-6-112(1), C.R.S. to extend the date for Commission Staff’s (Staff) report.
2. Staff’s report, as contemplated in Decision No. C05-984 shall be due on or before December 3, 2007.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING.
September 19, 2007
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