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I. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Compel Nunn Telephone Company’s (Nunn) Responses to Audit and Request for Shortened Response Time (Motion) filed by Commission Staff (Staff) on July 3, 2007.  
2. On April 12, 2007, Nunn filed its Petition for High Cost Support Mechanism Funding, along with its associated Motion for Variance from Commission Rule 2847.  

3. On June 7, 2007, Staff provided Nunn with its first set of audit requests which requested a response by close of business on June 15, 2007.  According to Staff, Nunn and Staff agreed to extend the date for Nunn’s response to the audit requests pending a pre-hearing conference in this matter, held on June 18, 2007.

4. Staff represents that at the pre-hearing conference, Chairman Binz verbally ordered Nunn to respond to Staff’s audit.  Staff further represents that Nunn’s and Staff’s legal counsel agreed to an additional 10 days for Nunn to respond.  Staff agreed to a further extension of time until five days after the Commission order from the pre-hearing conference was issued.  

5. Staff further asserts that Nunn objected to providing responses to Staff’s audit on various grounds.  Staff goes on to state that, without Nunn’s responses, Staff is left without information needed to perform an independent evaluation of Nunn’s request for waiver of rule 2847(f)(II).  

6. Because a status conference is scheduled for this matter on July 23, 2007, and because of the expedited nature of this proceeding, Staff argues that response time to its Motion should be shortened to July 13, 2007.  Staff further requests that we rule expeditiously on its Motion so that Staff has an adequate opportunity to analyze any data it may receive.

Findings
7. We find it important and necessary to understand the full scope of Staff’s audit request, as well as Nunn’s objections.  Therefore, we order the parties to appear at a hearing on Staff’s Motion on July 20, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. to address this matter.  We further order that in addition to legal counsel, the principals of the parties involved here are to attend the July 20 hearing in order to fully discuss the relevance and appropriateness of the audit requests.  
8. Because Staff’s Motion was not taken up until our Weekly Meeting on July 11, 2007, and as of the time of our decision, no response from Nunn had been officially filed with the Commission, we set the response time to the Motion to close of business on July 18, 2007.  

ORDER

I. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response Time to Commission Staff’s Motion to Compel Nunn Telephone Company’s Responses to Audit is set for the close of business on July 18, 2007.
2. A hearing on Staff’s Motion to compel shall be held on July 20, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.

3. The principals of each party to this matter shall appear along with legal counsel to present arguments regarding the Staff’s Motion to Compel.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

II. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 11, 2007.
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