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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Petition for Declaratory Ruling by Pine Drive Telephone Company (Pine Drive).  Pine Drive filed the Petition on May 31, 2007.

2. The Commission issued notice of the Petition in accordance with its Rules of Practice and Procedure, and no person has filed an objection or protest.  Therefore, the Petition is noncontested.  Now being duly advised, we grant the Petition.

3. In general, Pine Drive requests that we clarify how its Colorado High Cost Support (see Rule 4 CCR 723-2-2855) will be determined in the future.  Potential confusion exists because of a prior Commission order setting Pine Drive’s High Cost support, and new rules recently adopted by the Commission.

4. In Decision C06-0888 (Mailed Date of July 31, 2006),  the Commission set Pine Drive’s High Cost support at $450,075, but also stated that this support amount would expire on October 1, 2007 unless Pine Drive makes further application for support.

5. After Decision C06-0888 was issued, the Commission adopted new rules for the Colorado High Cost Support mechanism.  See Decision No. C06-1005 (Mailed Date of August 25, 2006).  In part, the new rules implemented a monitoring requirement and eliminated the requirement that rural carriers reapply for High Cost support annually.

6. In light of the new High Cost Support Rules, Pine Drive now requests clarification that its previously determined support amount ($450,075) will continue beyond October 1, 2007, that it need not make further application for support except in accordance Rule 2855, and that further requirements relating to Pine Drive are as stated in the currently effective Rule 2855 instead of Decision No. C06-0888.

7. Good grounds having been stated, we grant the Petition.  We now clarify that High Cost Support requirements for Pine Drive are as stated in the currently effective Rule 2855.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Declaratory Ruling by Pine Drive Telephone Company is granted.

2. The twenty-day time period provided for by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 25, 2007.
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