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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Hold Docket in Abeyance and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) on June 25, 2007.  On June 26, 2007, CNG filed a Response in Opposition to the Motion to Permissively Intervene by Source Gas Distribution, LLC (Source Gas) and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, LLC (Rocky Mountain).  
2. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant CNG’s Motion to Hold Docket in Abeyance, waive response time to the motion, and deny the Motions to Permissively Intervene of Source Gas and Rocket Mountain.

B.
Background
3. On April 30, 2007, CNG filed its Application Approving its Cost Assignment and Allocation Manual (CAAM) and Fully Distributed Cost Study (FDC Study), pursuant to and in accordance with Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4-4503 and 4504.  In its Motion here, CNG requests that the Commission hold this docket in abeyance for approximately 30 days, or until July 25, 2007.  
4. In support of its Motion, CNG represents that subsequent to its April 30 filing, representatives of CNG, Commission Staff (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) held discussions regarding CNG’s application and proposed CAAM and FDC Study.  According to CNG, the discussions with OCC and Staff have resulted in an exploration of the merits of certain modifications to CNG’s proposed CAAM and FDC Study, which would cause CNG to amend its April 30 application, if implemented.  CNG further represents that such an amendment would resolve all, or nearly all of the issues in this docket.

5. CNG requests that the Commission hold this docket in abeyance for approximately 30 days, or until July 25, 2007, in order to allow the parties sufficient time to conclude the discussions.  According to CNG, on or before July 25, 2007, it would advise the Commission of the status of those discussions by either filing to amend its application in this docket, or by filing s status report informing the Commission as to the status of those discussions, along with a recommended procedural schedule for the docket to follow. 

6. CNG represents that Staff and OCC support the relief requested in this Motion.

7. We find good cause to grant CNG’s Motion to hold the docket in abeyance for 30 days, or until July 25, 2007.

8. In a separate pleading, CNG files a response in opposition to the motions to intervene by Source Gas and Rock Mountain Natural Gas.  CNG argues that the proceeding here involves the issue of whether CNG’s CAAM and FDC Study comply with Commission Rules 4 CCR 723-4-4503 and 4504.  CNG goes on to state that its CAAM and FDC Study at issue here are based on CNG-specific information, and have no bearing on the cost assignments and allocations undertaken by any other utility.
9. As grounds for their respective interventions, Source Gas and Rocky Mountain indicate that since they are public utilities, they will be required to soon file their own CAAM and FDC Study.  They go on to state that they have insufficient precedent and guidance to assist them in preparing and filing their own applications for approval of a CAAM and FDC Study.  Therefore, they seek to intervene in this docket to gain insight and guidance into the process.  Source Gas and Rocky Mountain additionally assert that they seek to intervene here because CNG’s docket may affect their pecuniary or other tangible interests.  

10. CNG argues that the parties’ assertions represent a subjective interest in this docket at best.  CNG maintains that Source Gas and Rocky Mountain’s interests can be realized by merely reviewing the public record generated in this proceeding and does not require party status.  CNG also points out that neither Source Gas nor Rocky Mountain is a customer on CNG’s system, nor does either have a contractual relationship with CNG that may be implicated in this docket.

C.
Analysis
11. We agree with CNG that Source Gas and Rocky Mountain have failed to assert a direct pecuniary or tangible interest in this matter that would warrant the grant of permissive intervention.  Our rule 4 CCR 723-1-1401(c) is clear that a mere subjective interest in a docket is not a sufficient basis to intervene.  Therefore, being fully advised in the matter, we find good cause to deny the permissive intervention requests by Source Gas and Rocky Mountain in this docket.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Hold Docket in Abeyance and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by Colorado Natural Gas is granted.
2. Response time to the Motion is waived.

3. The Motion to Permissively Intervene by Source Gas Distribution, LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, LLC is denied consistent with the discussion above.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the mailed date of this Order.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 27, 2007.
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