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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On June 19, 2007, Aquila, Inc. doing business as Aquila Networks – WPC (Aquila) filed a Petition for a Variance and Extension of the Filing Date for its 2008 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Petition).  The Petition requests that the Commission grant a variance from Rule 723-3-3657(a) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 which requires Aquila to file an application for approval of its 2008 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan by July 1, 2007.  Aquila requests an extension of two months, to August 31, 2007, to file its 2008 Compliance Plan.  
2. In its Petition, Aquila details several reasons why it is seeking an extension of time to submit its 2008 Compliance Plan.  Aquila maintains that the prolonged litigation promulgating the Renewable Energy Rules delayed the effectiveness of the RES rules until July 1, 2006, and the filing of the first 2007 RES plans under Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3657(a) until August 31, 2006.  As such, there is now insufficient time before July 1, 2007 to prepare and file the 2008 RES Plan.  Additionally, Aquila points out that several compliance items and reporting requirements from Commission Decision No C07-0422 require its response the day after Rule 3657(a) would require Aquila to file its 2008 RES Plan, which will require it to direct its limited resources from the preparation of the 2008 RES Plan.  Aquila further represents that now that the Commission’s position on the purchase of out-of-state RECs and Green-e certification, it needs additional time to make its 2007 non-on-site solar purchases, which will affect its 2008 RES Plan.  Finally, Aquila states the results of the second 2007 RFP results must be evaluated and the resulting determinations must be included in the 2008 RES Plan, which also requires additional time.  Staff indicates it does not oppose the extension of time.
B. Findings

3. We have reviewed Aquila’s Petition for Variance and find it contains all of the necessary information required by Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1003(c).

4. We find that no hearing is necessary on this matter.  Extending the time for complying with a Commission requirement is a matter within our discretion if we find that good cause for such an extension exists.  No party requested a hearing in this matter.
5. Therefore, we grant Aquila’s Petition and allow its 2008 RES Compliance Plan to be filed no later than the close of business on August 31, 2007.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition by Aquila, Inc, doing business as Aquila Networks - WPC for a Variance in the Filing Date of its 2008 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan is granted, consistent with the above discussion.

2. Aquila shall file its 2008 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan no later than the close of business on August 31, 2007.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 27, 2007.
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