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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 2, 2007, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application pursuant to Commission Rule 3614(b) (II), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3614(b)(II), for approval of the Company’s contingency plan for meeting its electric resource needs for 2013.  Public Service timely filed this application in response to Commission Decision No. C07-0165 (issued March 1, 2007) in Docket No. 05A-543E.
2. In Decision No. C07-0443, we granted the following interventions: The Staff of the Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC, Nancy LaPlaca, Western Resources Advocates, Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel LP, Colorado Independent Energy Association, AES Corporation, and Holy Cross Energy. 

3. In Decision No. C07-0418 we set this matter for a prehearing conference on June 14, 2007 in order to establish the procedural schedule in this docket.
4. On May 25, 2007, Public Service filed its direct testimony and exhibits in this docket.
5. Since Public Service has filed its direct testimony and exhibits, we provide the Parties our intended procedural schedule in this matter:
Staff and Intervenor’s Answer testimony and exhibits
June 27, 2007

Oral Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony and Exhibits to be presented at the hearing

Deadlines for Stipulations and Settlement Agreements
July 5, 2007

Hearings
July 9-12, 2007

Statements of Position (all parties)
July 23, 2007

6. We realize this is a very aggressive schedule which requires concessions by all involved.  However, we find this matter needs to be resolved as soon as possible given Public Service’s 2007 Least Cost Plan application, anticipated to be filed in late October of 2007.  Therefore, it is our desire to expedite this matter.  In order to expedite the process we will define the scope of the proceeding.
7. In Decision No. C07-0165, we ordered Public Service to file a contingency plan and the Company has compiled and made its filing.  What we now have before us is a matter of our “due diligence” to verify that the Company’s contingency plan is in compliance with our least cost planning rules and whether its approval is in the “public interest”.  The scope of the review in this matter will be pursuant to 4 CCR 723-3-3601 and 3614(b)(II).

8. Specifically, 4 CCR 723-3-3601 provides as follows:
The purpose of these rules is to establish a process to determine the need for additional electric resources by Commission jurisdictional electric utilities, pursuant to the power to regulate public utilities delegated to the Commission by Article XXV of the Colorado Constitution and by §§ 40-2-123, 40-3-102, 40-3-111, and 40-4-101, C.R.S. It is the Commission's policy that a competitive acquisition process will normally be used to acquire new utility resources. This process is intended to result in least-cost resource portfolios, taking into consideration projected system needs, reliability of proposed resources, expected generation loading characteristics, and various risk factors. The rules are intended to be neutral with respect to fuel type or resource technology.
9. We further refine the scope of our review to the issue of whether Public Service’s contingency plan will met the estimated resource needs for 2013.  The issue of what type of resource technology will be required to meet the 2013 resource need will not be a subject for debate in this docket, only that the contingency plan will meet the 2013 resource need.

10. The Commission anticipates parties will come to the prehearing conference and be prepared to discuss our procedural schedule.  It is our intention to maintain the hearing dates of July 9-13, 2007.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The scope of review in this matter will be pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3601 and 723-3-3614(b)(II), taking into consideration the specific language found in Rule 3601.
2. We further refine the scope of our review to the issue of whether Public Service’s contingency plan meets the estimated resource needs for 2013.  The issue of what type of resource technology will be require to meet the 2013 resource need will not be a subject for debate in this docket.

3. Parties should come to the prehearing conference prepared to discuss the procedural schedule we put forth here.  
4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 30, 2007.
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