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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On May 29, 2007, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed a Notice of Partial Settlement in Principle; Proposed order of Witnesses, Estimated Cross-Examination Times and Recommendation for the Marking of Exhibits.  Public Service provided the order of witnesses, estimated cross-examination times and recommendations for the marking of exhibits in compliance with specific requirements in Decision No. C07-0163.  These issues only apply to a fully litigated hearing, and are not relevant if a comprehensive Settlement Agreement is filed.  We will address these issues at the start of the hearings, should hearings proceed without a comprehensive settlement.

2. However, Public Service did not file a settlement by the May 29, 2007 due date, as required in Decision No. C07-0163.  Instead, Public Service states that it has reached a settlement in principle with Staff (Staff) of the Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC)
 on all issues among them in this case.  Public Service states that the Active Parties will endeavor to reach a comprehensive settlement on all issues with all parties, and will file all settlement agreements at the earliest possible date.  The Active Parties anticipate providing a status update to the Commission no later than the commencement of the scheduled hearings on June 4, 2007.  

3. First, we vacate the Public Comment Hearing scheduled for June 4, 2007, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. as established in Decision No. C07-163.  We will set a new Public Comment Hearing date when we address the hearing schedule on June 4, 2007.
4. Next, we offer Public Service and parties the following option for late-filing a comprehensive settlement agreement:  1) Parties must file a comprehensive settlement on or before close of business on May 31, 2007. 2) We will hold a scheduling conference on June 4, 2007, at which Public Service will propose available dates for all witnesses. 3) We tentatively propose to hold a hearing on the settlement on June 7, 2007, with a public comment hearing scheduled from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  The final dates and times will be set at the June 4, 2007 scheduling conference.  

5. If no settlement agreement is filed on or before COB May 31, 2007, the hearings will begin as scheduled on June 4, 2007.

6. Last, if the parties cannot meet the May 31, 2007 settlement filing date but still wish to file a Settlement Agreement, we expect Public Service to extend the 210-day legislative deadlines.  Public Service must arrange for a new hearing date, at least ten calendar days after the Settlement Agreement is filed.  Public Service must then extend the 210-day deadline by the amount of time the hearings are extended, by filing an amended advice letter.
II.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Public Comment Hearing scheduled for June 4, 2007, is vacated.

2. A comprehensive Settlement Agreement must be filed on or before the close of business on May 31, 2007.  Otherwise, hearings will commence on June 4, 2007 as established in the procedural schedule in Decision No. C07-0163.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
May 30, 2007.
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� Public Service refers to itself, Staff and OCC as the “Active Parties.”
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