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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On April 12, 2007, Alamosa Bus Company, Inc. (Applicant), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the: (I) Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand charter and sightseeing service between all points in the Counties of Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache; (II) Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in scheduled service: (A) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Main Street and U.S. Highway 285 in Alamosa, Colorado;  (B) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Broadway and 3rd Avenue in Monte Vista, Colorado; and (C) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Main Street and U.S. Highway 285 in Alamosa, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Broadway and 3rd Avenue in Monte Vista, Colorado, on the other hand, via U.S. Highway 160 and/or U.S. Highway 285.  
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on April 16, 2007.

3.  There are no interventions opposing the application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

5. Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Applicant fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. The support filed on behalf of this application consists of the following documents:
A letter of support from the City of Monte Vista (Monte Vista). Monte Vista’s letter states that: “[T]he services [the applicant] propose[s] are not offered to the general public in the valley and are very much needed.”  And, “A bus service that could take our residents to and from work would be invaluable.”  The letter is signed by the mayor, the mayor pro tem, and three city councilors.

A letter of support from the City of Alamosa.  The City of Alamosa’s letter states: “I appreciate that you are planning to fill an unmet market niche.  We often hear residents express the need for a local bus service, and are excited to hear of your plans to meet that need.”  The letter is signed by the mayor.

A letter of support from another transportation company, San Luis Valley Transportation.  The company states: “There is currently a great need in our area for such service.  We as the Medicaid Brokers are only able to service a small minority of the population.  Many persons needing transportation are currently being left out.”  The letter is not signed.
A letter of support from the Walk About Work Project.  The project states: “The biggest barrier to employment for our citizens with disabilities is the lack of affordable transportation.”  The letter is signed by the director of the Walk About Work Project.

A letter of support from the Community Organization of South Alamosa.  The organization states: “Alamosa currently has no scheduled transit, and especially in the neighborhood which our organization attempts to serve, the need for public transportation is great.”  The letter is signed by the organization’s president.

A letter of support from the Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber states, “We currently do not have the kinds of services we need for our needs.  The sizes of the buses you are potentially providing are perfect for our needs.”  The letter is signed by the chamber’s executive director.

A letter of support from the Board of Alamosa County Commissioners.  The Commissioners state: “This project is very positive and will assist the citizens of Alamosa County by having the availability to be transported by bus for doctor appointments, shopping, or other commitments they may have.  There is a great need for transportation because of the large road construction project taking place with the City of Alamosa.” The letter is signed by the commission’s chairman. 

C. Conclusions

7. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services exists, and there is no other carrier capable of providing the service.

8. Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

9. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

10. Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Alamosa Bus Company, Inc. is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. Alamosa Bus Company, Inc. shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

3. Alamosa Bus Company, Inc. shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) caused proof of insurance or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (b) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (c) filed a tariff and time schedule, in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date no earlier than ten days after filing; and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. If Alamosa Bus Company, Inc. does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 25, 2007.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RON BINZ
________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners


L:\Final\C07-0360_07A-123CP-TA.doc:MSC

Appendix 


Decision No. C07-0360

Docket No. 07A-123CP-TA

Page 1 of 1
Transportation of passengers and their baggage, for the: (I) Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand charter and sightseeing service between all points in the Counties of Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache; (II) Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in scheduled service: (A) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Main Street and U.S. Highway 285 in Alamosa, Colorado;  (B) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Broadway and 3rd Avenue in Monte Vista, Colorado; and (C) between all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Main Street and U.S. Highway 285 in Alamosa, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points within a five-mile radius of the intersection of Broadway and 3rd Avenue in Monte Vista, Colorado, on the other hand, via U.S. Highway 160 and/or U.S. Highway 285.
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