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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of petition for a one-time waiver of Rule 4503(e) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, filed by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern), on March 29, 2007.

2. Specifically, Eastern requests an Order from the Commission granting Eastern a one-time waiver regarding the time period within which Eastern must file an application for approval of its Cost Assignment and Allocation Manual (CAAM) and Fully Distributed Cost Study (FDC Study) as required by Rules 4503 and 4504, 4 CCR 723-4. 
3. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant Eastern’s petition.

B. Background and Discussion 

4. Rules 4503 and 4504, 4 CCR 723-4, set forth the requirements that are to be followed by natural gas utilities regarding the development and implementation of CAAM and FDC Study.  In particular, Rule 4503(e), 4 CCR 723-4, provides that each utility shall file an application for approval of an initial CAAM (along with a FDC Study) within 360 days of the effective date of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators.

5. Eastern states it does not have an in-house regulatory staff available to prepare the required CAAM and FDC Study and is therefore relying on outsides consultants.  Eastern states that its consultants are in the process of reviewing the requirements of the Commission’s applicable rules as well as the relevant books and records of Eastern for the purpose of preparing the CAAM and FDC Study.  Eastern states that the consultants require additional time within which to complete their work.  

6. Eastern states that its consultants believe it would be useful if they could meet with representatives of the Commission’s Staff to discuss the required scope of Eastern’s CAAM and FDC Study before they begin the bulk of their work in developing them.  And to that end, Eastern’s counsel has inquired of Commission Staff as to Staff’s willingness to engage in such discussions.
7. In order that Eastern and Staff may have sufficient time within which to meet and, thereafter, for Eastern to incorporate the results of such discussions into its CAAM and FDC Study filings, it requests that it be granted a ninety (90) day extension, or until July 2, 2007, within which to make the CAAM and FDC Study filings required under Rule 4503(e), 4 CCR 723-4.

C. Conclusion

8. We find that the delay in the filing of Eastern’s CAAM and FDC Study will in no way prejudice or harm any customer of Eastern or any other person or entity.  
9. We also find that Eastern has shown good cause and grant its petition for a one-time waiver of Rule 4503(e), 4 CCR 723-4.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The petition for a one-time waiver of Rule 4503(e) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern), is granted consistent with Section B above.

2. Eastern shall have up to and including July 2, 2007, within which to file an application for approval of its CAAM and FDC Study as required under Rule 4503(e), 4 CCR 723-4.  

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 25, 2007.
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