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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Joint Motion For Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and Request For A Wavier of Response Time, filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), Qwest Corporation (Qwest), and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), (collectively, the Settling Parties) on February 5, 2007.
2. On March 28, 2006, Qwest filed a Motion for a Permanent Wavier of The Requirement That it File a Pro Forma Test Year and Motion for Extension of Time to File a Pro Forma Test Year with its 2005 Annual Report.  Qwest sought termination of the requirement that it file an annual pro forma test year as part of its annual report to the Commission.  The pro forma test year is commonly referred to as Appendix A to Qwest's annual report filings.
  The obligation to file Appendix A appears to have been derived from Decision No. 72385 as modified by Decision No. 88513.

3. As ordered by Decision No. C06-0476, the Commission held a prehearing conference on June 1, 2006, on this matter.
4. At the prehearing conference, the Commission deemed Qwest’s application complete, set the matter for hearing en banc, granted Staff’s and OCC’s interventions and established a procedural scheduled as set forth in Decision No.C06-0661.

5. Since the time the Commission established the procedural schedule in Decision No. C06-0661, it has granted various motions to amend the procedural schedule as reflected in Commission Decision Nos. C06-0797, C06-1031, C06-1061, and C06-1503.

6. As required by Decision No. C06-1503, the Settling Parties filed a Settlement Agreement (Agreement) on February 5, 2006.  Concurrent with the filing of the Agreement (see Attachment A) the Settling Parties also filed a Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and a request for waiver of response time.  As stated by the Settling Parties, all Parties to the docket have signed the Agreement.
7. The Agreement states that Qwest’s obligation to file Appendix A to its annual report is terminated.  In place of Appendix A, Qwest will provide as part of its annual report the information listed in Paragraph 1, items A through H.  In order to provide an example of the information required by Paragraph 1 items A through H, Qwest attaches to the Agreement year 2005 data as Confidential Attachments A through H.  The Settling Parties agree that Confidential Attachments A through H using 2005 data, are in lieu of filing an Appendix A for calendar year 2005, satisfying Qwest's reporting obligation in 2006 for which Qwest received an extension of time to file.  The Settling Parties agree that the information contained in Confidential Attachments A through H are an accurate representation of the information Qwest shall provide as part of its annual report to the Commission, in lieu of Appendix A, beginning with Qwest's annual report for calendar year 2006.
8. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant without modification the Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and Request for a Wavier of Response Time, filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, Qwest Corporation, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel on February 5, 2007.  We agree that the information required to be filed in lieu of Appendix A is sufficient for Staff’s and the OCC’s review, and that the compromise reached benefits all parties and the public.
9. As a result of our approval of the Agreement, we vacate the remainder of the procedural schedule, including the hearings scheduled for February 26 and 27, 2007.
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Request for Waiver of Response Time is granted.

2. The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed on February 5, 2007, by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and Qwest Corporation, is approved without modification, and is attached to this order as Attachment A.

3. The remainder of the procedural schedule, including the hearings scheduled for February 26 and 27, 2007, is vacated.
4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 14, 2007.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RON BINZ
________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners
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� The phrase "Appendix A" is used, for example, in Commission Staffs letter dated January 25, 2006 regarding Qwest's annual report.


� Decision No. 72385 as modified by Decision No. 88513 refers to a "financial and operating report for the calendar year next preceding the date of the report." This reporting requirement appears to be the genesis of the requirement that Qwest file an annual pro forma test year.
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