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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on January 17, 2007.  Public Service seeks extraordinary protection for information it has filed contemporaneously as Highly Confidential Appendix A, Highly Confidential Appendix B and Highly Confidential Appendix D to the Verified Application in the captioned docket. Public Service requests that the access to this Highly Confidential Information be restricted to the Commissioners, their Staff, the employees of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and the attorneys general representing the Commission, its Staff and the OCC.
2. Highly Confidential Appendices A and B set forth in great detail Public Service’s proposed hedging strategy, including the volume of gas it intends to hedge, the timing of the hedges, and the types of hedging instruments it intends to purchase. Highly Confidential Appendix D provides supporting data requested by Commission Staff, setting forth the Electric Department’s forecasted electric generation fuel requirements for the period, including the Company’s gas price forecast, coal price forecast and the expected quantity of gas to be burned in power plants owned or supplied by the Company during the year.   
3.  Public Service states that the information in Highly Confidential Appendices A and B is extremely competitively sensitive and if it were disclosed to other persons participating in the gas hedging market, its ability to pay reasonable prices for the hedging instruments it acquires would be seriously jeopardized. Public Service further states that the release of information in Appendix D could provide sellers of fuel to the Company important information about the Company’s operations that would allow sellers to alter their prices upward. 
4. We agree with Public Service that Appendices A, B and D include information that is competitively sensitive and if it is not restricted as highly confidential it could possibly be used by Public Service’s suppliers to increase their prices at certain times and therefore cause harm to customers.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on January 17, 2007 is granted.
2. Access to the confidential information contained in Highly Confidential Appendices A, B and D of the 2007-2008 Electric Department Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan is limited to Commissioners, Commission Staff, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and those parties’ respective advisory and legal counsel.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 24, 2007.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


POLLY PAGE
________________________________


CARL MILLER
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN GREGORY E. SOPKIN'S TERM EXPIRED JANUARY 9, 2007.
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