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I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

1. On July 25, 2006, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company (Rocky Mountain) filed Advice Letter No. 55.  On August 15, 2006, Rocky Mountain filed Amended Advice Letter No. 55.  On August 23, 2006, Rocky Mountain filed Second Amended Advice Letter No. 55.

2. Rocky Mountain stated that the purpose for the filing is to: (1) implement changes required by changes in the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators in the form recently adopted by the Commission; (2) make several clean-up changes; and (3) make certain substantive tariff changes for items such as measurement, pressure and gas quality, and certain transportation terms and conditions.  Rocky Mountain requested that the tariff pages accompanying Advice Letter No. 55 become effective on September 1, 2006. 

3. By Decision No.C06-1016, mailed on August 31, 2006, the Commission suspended the proposed effective date of the tariffs for 120 days, or December 30, 2006; referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge; and scheduled a hearing for December 20, 2006.

4. On September 11, 2006, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed an intervention.  

5. On September 12, 2006, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel intervened in the case.

6. On September 27, 2006, A M Gas Transfer Corp. (A M Gas) filed a petition to intervene.

7. On September 29, 2006, American Gypsum Company (American Gypsum); United Energy Trading, LLC (United Energy); and Enserco Energy, Inc. (Enserco Energy) filed petitions to intervene.

8. By Decision No. R06-1225-I, mailed on October 17, 2006, the petitions of A M Gas, American Gypsum, United Energy, and Enserco Energy were granted.

9. On October 11, 2006, Rocky Mountain filed a motion to file the direct testimony and exhibits of Bradley Van Dyke past the due date for the filing.

10. On October 23, 2006, A M Gas, United Energy, American Gypsum, Enserco, Rocky Mountain, and Staff filed a joint motion to amend certain pre-filing dates and to vacate and re-set the hearing date.    

11. By Decision No. R06-1269-I, mailed on October 26, 2006, the motion of Rocky Mountain to file direct testimony of Bradley Van Dyke past the due date was granted.  The joint motion to amend pre-filing dates and to vacate and re-set the hearing date was denied.

12. On November 22, 2006, the Parties filed a Stipulation and Agreement and attached tariff sheets, and a joint motion to approve the Stipulation and Agreement, and to vacate the procedural schedule and hearing date.

13. By Decision No. R06-1458-I, mailed on December 13, 2006, the joint motion to vacate the procedural schedule and hearing date was granted.

14. It is found and concluded that the Stipulation and Agreement and attached tariff sheets are just, reasonable, and in the public interest.  The Stipulation and Agreement attached to and incorporated in this Recommended Decision should be approved.

15. Pursuant to § 40-6-109(2), C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and attached tariff sheets filed on November 22, 2006 by Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company; the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission; A M Gas Transfer Corp.; United Energy Trading, LLC; American Gypsum Company; and Enserco Energy Inc., attached to and incorporated in this Recommended Decision, is approved.

2. The tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 55 filed on July 25, 2006 and Amended Advice Letters filed on August 15 and 23, 2006 are permanently suspended.

3. Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company shall file an advice letter citing this Recommended Decision and new tariff sheets with an effective date of January 1, 2007, reflecting the terms of the Stipulation and Agreement, on not less than one day’s notice.

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

6. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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