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I. STATEMENT

1. On June 30, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed Advice Letter No. 1462-Electric.  By this filing, PSCo proposes to revise its P.U.C. No. 7 – Electric tariff in order to bring it into compliance with certain Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 (Electric Rules).  Specifically, the filing proposes to revise PSCo’s Deposit Policy in its General Terms and Conditions section to comply with Electric Rules 3403(c), (d), (f), and (o)(IV).  PSCo states in its filing that it proposes to clarify its credit scoring policy, redefine its deposit requirements, and limit the amount a Guarantor can guarantee on a customer’s bill.

2. On July 26, 2006, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariff associated with Advice Letter No. 1462-Electric and assigned the matter to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  See, Decision No. C06-0866.  That decision also established a procedural schedule that, among other things, set this matter for hearing on November 14, 2006.

3. Timely interventions have been filed in this matter by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and the Staff of the Commission (Staff).

4. On September 29, 2006, PSCo, Staff, and the OCC filed a Joint Motion for Approval of a Stipulation and Agreement, to Vacate Procedural Schedule and Set Approval of the Stipulation and Agreement for Hearing, and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Motion).  A copy of the Stipulation and Agreement (Stipulation) is attached to the Motion and a copy of the proposed revisions to P.U.C. No. 7 – Electric (Tariff) is attached to the Stipulation.  The parties represent that approval of the Stipulation by the Commission will resolve all issues in this docket.

5. Good grounds having been shown, those portions of the Motion requesting that the procedural schedule established for this proceeding be vacated, that a hearing be set in connection with the remainder of the Motion and the Stipulation, and that response time to the Motion be waived will be granted.

6. The ALJ will hold a hearing in connection with the Motion and Stipulation.  As requested by the parties, the hearing will commence on the date and at the time previously scheduled; i.e., November 14, 2006, at 9:00 a.m.  Each party should be prepared to provide testimony in support of the Motion and Stipulation as well as testimony regarding the issues of concern to that party and the way in which the Stipulation addresses those concerns.

7. In addition to the general issues identified in paragraph 6 above, the parties should also be prepared to address the following questions regarding the Stipulation:  

The first sentence of Paragraph 2 of the Stipulation (page 3) requires PSCo to provide the Commission, Staff, and the OCC “documentation” supporting its cut-off level for scoring customers’ credit for the purpose of requiring deposits.  Does the “documentation” consist solely of the “annual report” referred to in the second sentence of Paragraph 2 or is additional “documentation” contemplated? 

How long do the parties intend the annual report filing requirement to continue; i.e., a single annual report at the end of one year or successive annual reports over a number of specified years? 

When does PSCo reasonably expect to have in place the computer programming and other administrative tasks necessary to produce the annual report(s)?

Will the Equifax monthly reports to be provided by PSCo contain customer-specific information identifying PSCo’s new applicants/customers; i.e., name, address, telephone number, date of birth, social security number, drivers license number, etc?  If so, what measures will be taken to protect the privacy of such information?

Does the requirement that PSCo produce the Equifax monthly reports “for an additional two years” require it to produce such reports for two years after the annual report requirement expires?  If so, how does that assist Staff and the OCC in evaluating PSCo’s credit scoring policy?

Subject to certain additional conditions, subsection (3) of the Tariff (Sheet No. R 12) provides that PSCo shall not assess a deposit from an applicant if the applicant has a satisfactory payment record where previous service was provided for a continuous period of at least 12 months.  Does the “previous service” referred to in this portion of the Tariff include similar service provided by utilities other than PSCo from whom the applicant has previously received service?  If not, how does the Tariff comply with Electric Rules 3403(c) and (f)? 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That: 

1. The Joint Motion for Approval of a Stipulation and Agreement, to Vacate Procedural Schedule and Set Approval of the Stipulation and Agreement for Hearing, and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and the Staff of the Commission is granted consistent with the above discussion.

2. A hearing on the Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Agreement is scheduled at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:

November 14, 2006  

TIME:

9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2 
 

Denver, Colorado
3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge


G:\ORDER\R06-1206-I_06S-416E.doc:SRS






4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












