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I. statement  
1. On September 8, 2006, the Unopposed Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to Vacate and Reset Hearing Date and to Further Modify the Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time was filed.

2. Public Service requests that the hearing scheduled for September 18, 2006 be vacated; that September 21, 2006 be the deadline for the filing of stipulations; and that a hearing be set for October 13, 2006 to consider the merits of any stipulation filed.  As grounds for the relief, Public Service represents that a comprehensive settlement in principle has been reached for all issues in this proceeding, except a single issue raised by Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax).  The Parties are continuing settlement efforts and working to finalize a written settlement.
3. As to the single Climax issue, Climax endorses Public Service’s representations and proposed procedures to resolve the issue.  Public Service moves that the unresolved issue raised by Climax, if not settled, be bifurcated and heard separately from the settlement of all of the other issues in the docket.
4. Public Service represents that it has conferred with counsel for all parties and is authorized to represent that each party supports the granting of the relief requested in the motion.
5. The motion being unopposed, it is appropriate that response time be waived.
6. The ALJ (Administrative Law Judge) remains concerned regarding the proposed timing in light of the limited suspension period for the advice letter that led to this proceeding.  If settlement was not reached as to the Climax issue, the suggested bifurcated hearing would have to occur within the suspension period unless the parties demonstrate that it is appropriate to proceed on the issue apart from the suspension period.  In any event, the requested bifurcation appears to be premature at this point because it is contingent upon whether or not the parties will reach a settlement before the stipulation is filed on September 21, 2006.
7. Based upon the record and procedural posture at this point, the ALJ will modify the deadline for the filing of stipulations as requested, and schedule a hearing to consider the merits of any stipulation filed and hear evidence on remaining contested issues.  If the Climax issue is not resolved as part of any stipulation filed on September 21, 2006, the parties are free to request further relief.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Unopposed Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to Vacate and Reset Hearing Date and to Further Modify the Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time is waived.

2. The hearing scheduled in this docket for September 18, 2006 is vacated.

3. The parties shall reduce the terms of any stipulation to writing and file the same with the Commission on or before September 21, 2006.  

4. The contingent request to bifurcate the issues for hearing is denied without prejudice.

5. Hearing in this proceeding is scheduled to consider the merits of any stipulation filed and hear evidence on remaining contested issues and will be held on the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:

October 13, 2006.

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2 
 

Denver, Colorado  

This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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