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I. statement  

1. On July 5, 2006, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), filed Advice Letter No. 32-Gas.
  Tariff sheets accompanied that Advice Letter, as did the direct testimony and exhibits of three witnesses in support of the proposed tariffs.
  On August 9, 2006, CNG filed Amended Advice Letter No. 32-Gas.
  

2. By Decision No. C06-0841, the Commission established an intervention period.  The Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely intervened of right and contests the proposed tariffs.  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) timely intervened of right and contests the proposed tariffs.  The intervention period has expired, and no other persons intervened or petitioned for leave to intervene.  The parties in this matter are CNG, Staff, and OCC.  

3. By Decision No. R06-0983-I, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) vacated the procedural schedule established in Decision No. C06-0841 and scheduled a prehearing conference for the purpose of establishing a procedural schedule and scheduling a hearing in this proceeding.  

4. The prehearing conference was held as scheduled on September 6, 2006.  All parties were present, were represented, and actively participated in the prehearing conference.  

5. The parties proposed the following schedule:  (a) on or before October 20, 2006, Staff and OCC each will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before November 20, 2006, CNG will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before November 20, 2006, Staff and OCC each will file its cross-answer testimony and exhibits;
 (d) on or before November 29, 2006, each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before November 29, 2006, each party will file its prehearing motions; (f) on or before noon on December 8, 2006, the parties will file any stipulation reached;
 (g) hearing will be held on December 13 through 15, 2006; and (h) on or before January 12, 2007, each party will file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

6. No prehearing conference will be scheduled at this time.  If a party is of the opinion that a prehearing conference is necessary, the party may file an appropriate motion.  

7. The proposed procedural schedule and hearing dates are acceptable and will permit the Commission to issue its decision in this matter within the 210-day suspension period.  The procedural schedule and hearing dates will be adopted.  

8. If a party files corrected testimony and exhibits, then that party will be ordered to provide (at the time the corrections are filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  If a party files a prehearing motion, then that party will be ordered to provide (at the time the motion is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.
  If a stipulation is filed, then the party filing the stipulation will be ordered to provide (at the time the stipulation is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  Compliance with these requirements will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

9. Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405 will govern discovery in this proceeding, with the following modifications:  


a.
Responses and objections to discovery promulgated with respect to CNG's direct testimony and exhibits shall be due seven calendar days from the date of service provided the number of discovery requests, including sub-parts, is 30 or fewer.  If the number of discovery requests, including sub-parts, exceeds 30, then responses and objections to discovery promulgated with respect to CNG's direct testimony and exhibits shall be due ten calendar days from the date of service.  


b.
Responses and objections to discovery promulgated with respect to answer testimony and exhibits shall be due seven calendar days from the date of service.  


c.
Responses and objections to discovery promulgated with respect to CNG's rebuttal testimony and exhibits shall be due five calendar days from the date of service.  


d.
Responses and objections to discovery promulgated with respect to cross-answer testimony and exhibits shall be due five calendar days from the date of service.  


e.
The following cut-off dates for promulgation of discovery apply:  October 20, 2006 for discovery addressed to CNG's direct testimony and exhibits; November 20, 2006 for discovery addressed to answer testimony and exhibits; December 6, 2006 for discovery addressed to CNG's rebuttal testimony and exhibits; and December 6, 2006 for discovery addressed to cross-answer testimony and exhibits.  


f.
Service of discovery requests and service of discovery responses and of objections to discovery shall be made by electronic means or by in-hand service and shall occur no later than 5:00 p.m. on a business day.  


g.
Discovery served later than noon on Friday shall be deemed to have been served at 9:00 a.m. the following Monday (or next business day if Monday is a legal holiday).  

10. Except in testimony or as necessary to support a motion, parties shall not file discovery requests and responses with the Commission and shall not serve discovery requests and responses on the Commission advisors (including Commission counsel) identified by Staff in the Rule 1007(a) Notice filed in this docket.  Motions pertaining to discovery issues are not subject to ¶ 5, supra, and may be filed at any time; responses will be made in writing unless otherwise ordered; and, if necessary, the ALJ will hold hearings on discovery motions as soon as practicable after a motion is filed.  

11. Service of testimony and exhibits on the parties shall be accomplished by electronic means or by in-hand delivery and shall occur no later than 5:00 p.m. on the dates set out in ¶ 5, supra, with service of paper copies to follow.  The parties are advised that, when referring -- in motions, at hearing, in statements of position, or in any filing -- to a specific page or line found in prefiled testimony and exhibits, the reference must cite to the page or line found in the paper copy of the testimony or exhibit.  

12. The parties and their witnesses must provide the decision number when referring to a Commission decision.  

II. ORDER  

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. Hearing in this matter is scheduled for the following dates, beginning at the following times, at the following location:  

DATES:
December 13, 2006 through and including December 15, 2006  

TIME:

9:00 a.m. each day  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  
 

1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2  
 

Denver, Colorado  

2. The following procedural schedule is adopted:  (a) on or before October 20, 2006, Staff of the Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) each shall file its answer testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before November 20, 2006, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), shall file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before November 20, 2006, Staff and OCC each shall file its cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before November 29, 2006, each party shall file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before November 29, 2006, each party shall file its prehearing motions; (f) on or before noon on December 8, 2006, the parties shall file any stipulation reached; and (g) on or before January 12, 2007, each party shall file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

3. If a party files corrected testimony and exhibits, then that party shall provide (at the time the corrections are filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  Compliance with this requirement shall not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

4. If a party files a prehearing motion, then that party shall provide (at the time the motion is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  Compliance with this requirement shall not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

5. If a written response to a prehearing motion is filed, then the party filing the response shall provide (at the time the response is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  Compliance with this requirement shall not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

6. If a stipulation is filed, then the party filing the stipulation shall provide (at the time the stipulation is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  Compliance with this requirement shall not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.  

7. The procedures and time frames of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405 govern discovery in this proceeding, except as modified above in ¶ I.9.  

8. The parties shall make the filings and shall follow the procedures, including filing and service requirements, as set out above.  

This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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�  The Commission suspended the proposed tariffs for investigation and hearing.  Decision No. C06-0841.  


�  The testimonies are those of Messrs. Timothy R. Johnson, James M. Anderson, and Kent D. Taylor.  


�  In response to this filing, the Commission extended the suspension period.  Decision No. C06-0996.  The Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) calculates that the 210-day suspension period will expire April 8 or 9, 2007.  


�  Cross-answer testimony and exhibits may address only the answer testimony and exhibits filed by another intervenor.  


�  This is the last date on which the parties will be permitted to file a stipulation.  If the parties wish the ALJ to review a stipulation and to have the opportunity to issue an order setting out questions which she would like the parties to address at a hearing (if one is held) on a stipulation, then the parties must file the stipulation on or before noon on December 1, 2006.  


�  If a written response to a prehearing motion is filed, the filing party will be ordered to provide (at the time the response is filed with the Commission) a copy directly to the ALJ.  





7

_1171191204.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












