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I. statement

1. This is a civil penalty assessment proceeding brought by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) against the Respondent, Brentwood Limousine & Coach International Inc. (Brentwood).

2. In Civil Penalty Assessment Notice (CPAN) No. 79351, Staff alleges that Brentwood has violated Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-6-6102(a)(1), 391.45(a) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 CCR 723-6.  Staff further alleges that the violation occurred on May 20, 2006 when Brentwood used a driver in Denver, Colorado that was not medically examined and certified.  The subject CPAN seeks imposition of a civil penalty in the amount of $2,500.00 for this alleged violation.  

3. On June 12, 2006, the Commission issued an Order Setting Hearing and Notice of Hearing setting a hearing in this matter for July 27, 2005, in Denver, Colorado.  

4. The undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) called the matter for hearing at the assigned time and place.  Staff appeared through Counsel and Brentwood appeared through Ray and Beth Hamilton.  

5. After it was established that Ms. Hamilton could represent Brentwood’s interests as a closely held entity, she made an oral motion to continue the hearing to allow additional time to obtain legal representation in this proceeding.  

6. Staff objected to the request and made clear that they were ready to proceed with the case.  Staff also noted that Brentwood had every opportunity to obtain counsel, if they wished to do so.  Finally, Staff referenced the administrative inefficiencies that would be imposed by the continuance.

7. In response, Ms. Hamilton expressed that she understood that the matter was set for hearing, as she distinguished from a trial.  

8. The ALJ noted that the proposed penalty is significant and that perhaps Brentwood misunderstood the purpose of hearing noticed.  While administrative efficiency will  suffer, the ALJ found it appropriate to allow a continuance so that Brentwood might obtain counsel.  Based upon good cause shown, the request for continuance was granted.  This decision memorializes that continuance.

9. The hearing in this matter will be continued to September 1, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.   

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The request of Brentwood Limousine, LLC, for a continuance of the hearing in this matter is granted.  

2. Hearings in this matter shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:  

DATE: 
September 1, 2006

TIME:

9:00 a.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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