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I. statement  
1. On July 27, 2006, Staff’s Motion for Commission Order Concerning Discovery Rights and Motion for Waiver of Response Time was filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).

2. As grounds for the Motion, Staff reports that discussions are ongoing between Qwest Corporation (Qwest) and Staff attempting to resolve outstanding discovery disputes regarding discovery served on June 30, 2006.

3. Staff makes statements in support of the pending motions to compel discovery filed by the Office of Consumer Counsel; by Covad Communications Company; Eschelon Telecom of Oregon, Inc.; McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.; and XO Communications Services, Inc.  These statements, as well as the pending motions, will be addressed by separate order.

4. Staff requests that it be allowed to participate in any hearing conducted regarding the pending motions to compel.

5. Staff states that it is authorized to represent that Qwest does not oppose Staff’s participation in any hearing on the above-referenced motions, or to the allowance for filing a motion to compel.  

6. Because Qwest’s position is known on some issues and because similar relief is requested in other pending motions, Staff submits that a waiver of response time is administratively efficient and appropriate.

7. Consistent with the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the parties are encouraged to negotiate regarding discovery disputes.  Should the ongoing negotiations untimely fail, Staff may seek to compel Qwest to respond to the discovery served on June 30, 2006 so long as Qwest will have an opportunity to respond to such motion prior to the commencement of the evidentiary hearing in this docket.

8. Based upon Qwest’s stated positions on specified issues in addition to the grounds argued by Staff, good cause has been shown to waive response time to the motion.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. Response time to Commission Staff’s (Staff) Motion for Commission Order Concerning Discovery Rights and Motion for Waiver of Response Time is waived.

2. Staff’s Motion for Commission Order Concerning Discovery Rights and Motion for Waiver of Response Time is granted.

3. Staff will be allowed to participate in any hearing conducted regarding pending motions to compel.

4. Staff may seek to compel responses to discovery served upon Qwest Corporation (Qwest) on June 30, 2006 so long as Qwest will have will have an opportunity to respond to such motion prior to the commencement of the evidentiary hearing in this docket.

5. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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