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I. statement

1. On April 24, 2006, Aquila Networks - WPC filed Advice Letter No. 602 and requested that the tariffs accompanying the same become effective on 30 days' statutory notice; i.e., on May 25, 2006.

2. On May 15, 2006, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed a Protest and Request for Hearing requesting that Advice Letter No. 602 be suspended and set for hearing.

3. On May 24, 2006, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) suspended the effective date of the tariff sheets associated with Advice Letter No. 602 and assigned the matter to the undersigned administrative law judge (ALJ).  See, Decision No. C06-0613.  That decision directed the ALJ to expedite the proceeding including setting an expedited pre-hearing conference for the purpose of discussing, among other matters, the possibility of settlement.
  

4. Timely interventions have been filed in this matter by the OCC and the Staff of the Commission.

5. On June 26, 2006, the ALJ informally requested that counsel for the parties advise him of their availability for a pre-hearing conference to be conducted on or before July 10, 2006.  Based on those advisements, a pre-hearing conference will be held in this matter on July 10, 2006, commencing at 10:00 a.m.  The pre-hearing conference will potentially deal with all issues contemplated by 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1409(a) including, without limitation, the possibility of settlement,
 identification of issues, the timing and scope of discovery, the desirability of submitting testimony in written form, and the establishment of hearing dates.

6. In order to assist the ALJ, the parties are urged to confer prior to commencement of the pre-hearing conference in an attempt to reach agreement on a procedural schedule that will result in completion of the hearing in this matter no later than September 20, 2006.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:

July 10, 2006

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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� Notwithstanding the Commission’s directive that an expedited prehearing conference be held, Decision No. C06-0613 also established a 30-day intervention period.  Therefore, it was not procedurally feasible to conduct such a conference prior to June 23, 2006, the date the intervention period expired.


� In this regard, the parties are advised that the ALJ assigned to this case will be unable to directly participate in settlement discussions or mediate the terms of a settlement agreement.  If the parties desire this level of participation by an ALJ, they should advise the undersigned of that desire and a different ALJ will be assigned to conduct a separate settlement conference.


� The ALJ advises that he is currently unavailable for hearing on Thursdays and Fridays as well as the following additional dates through September 20, 2006: July 24 and  25, 2006; August 14, 2006; and September 5 and  6, 2006.
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