Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R06-0717-I
Docket No. 06A-259E

R06-0717-IDecision No. R06-0717-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

06A-259EDOCKET NO. 06A-259E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE SANDOWN - LEETSDALE 115 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT.  

interim order of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
vacating procedural schedule, 
and ordering filing regarding proposed procedural schedule and hearing date  

Mailed Date:  June 19, 2006
I. statement
1. On May 2, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) filed a Verified Application for an Order Granting to Public Service Company of Colorado a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity with Specific Findings (Application).  With the Application, Applicant filed the direct testimony and exhibits of Messrs. Gerald M. Stellern, Ray LaPanse, and Andrew Schaller.  The filing commenced this docket.  

2. On May 4, 2006, the Commission gave public notice of the Application.  Notice of Application Filed (Notice).  In that Notice, the Commission established an intervention period.  The Notice also established a procedural schedule, and this Order will vacate that procedural schedule.  

3. On June 12, 2006, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its intervention of right and request for hearing in this proceeding.  

4. The intervention period has expired.  The only parties in this matter are Applicant and Staff.  

5. The Commission deemed the Application complete as of June 20, 2006.  Minute Entry dated June 14, 2006.  

6. In that same Minute Entry, the Commission referred this proceeding for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The case is assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  

7. It is necessary to schedule a hearing and to establish a procedural schedule.  To do so, Public Service will be ordered to file, on or before June 30, 2006, a proposed procedural schedule and proposed hearing date(s), all of which dates are acceptable to Staff.  The proposed procedural schedule must contain or address at least the following:  (a) date by which Staff will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (b) date by which Applicant will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (c) date by which each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (d) date by which each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (e) whether a final prehearing conference is necessary and, if it is, the date for that prehearing conference; (f) date by which the parties will file any stipulation reached;
 (g) hearing date(s);
 and (h) date for each party to file its post-hearing statement of position (assuming the parties wish to file statements of position) and whether response should be permitted.  

8. In addition, unless the parties request otherwise in the June 30, 2006 filing, the discovery-related procedures and time frames of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 will govern this proceeding.  

9. Finally, if they wish to do so, the parties may raise any additional issue in the June 30, 2006 filing.  

10. In considering proposed dates, parties should keep in mind that the Commission deemed the Application complete as of June 20, 2006.  Absent Applicant’s waiver of the statutory time frame or a finding of extraordinary circumstances, a Commission decision in this proceeding should issue within 210 days of that date (i.e., on or before January 16, 2007).
  Sections 40-6-109.5(2) and 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S.; Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1303(c).  Any procedural schedule must take into account, and must allow time for, a recommended decision, exceptions to the recommended decision and response to exceptions, and a Commission decision on exceptions,
 all of which should occur by January 16, 2007.  

11. The parties are advised that the ALJ will be unavailable from October 5 through and including October 24, 2006 due to a planned absence from the office and already-scheduled hearings.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The procedural schedule established in the Notice of Application Filed dated May 4, 2006 is vacated.  

2. On or before June 30, 2006, Public Service Company of Colorado shall make a filing which complies with the requirements of ¶ I.7, above.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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� This date must be at least ten days before the final prehearing conference or, if there is no final prehearing conference, ten days before the hearing.  


�  This date must be at least four calendar days before the first day of hearing.   


� The ALJ requests that the parties contact her (telephone:  303.894.2842) to discuss available hearing dates before filing the proposed procedural schedule.  


�  This assumes that, pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., the Commission by order extends the time for decision an additional 90 days.  


� As a general rule, and not including the time necessary for preparation of a transcript if one is ordered, these activities consume 12 weeks from the end of the hearing, the filing of statements of position, or the filing of responses to statements of position, whichever occurs last.  
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